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Dear Sackets Harbor School District Community: 

Another summer has come and with the writing of this newsletter, marks the impending return to school 

and ushering in the fall season.   The weather was enjoyable for lots of sun, but the absence of rain 

brought some significant issues with keeping our athletic fields safe for the fall soccer season.  We tried 

valiantly to keep water on the fields when Mother Nature was absent.  I want to give special thanks to 

Nancy Robbins for her support and allowing the School District to use her water tank to put water on the 

fields.  Her support is greatly appreciated.  Additionally, the Village Department of Public Works for 

orchestrating with our Maintenance Department the metering of water to keep up with the near drought 

conditions.  The Village saw many visitors and we are hopeful that continues into the fall.  Before you know 

it, the Haunted Walks of Sackets Harbor will be upon us. 
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THE PATRIOT PRESS NEWSLETTER 
 

A school is the most important investment a community can make 

in it’s future…. 

                 ******IMPORTANT TAX COLLECTION INFORMATION******** 

   
School tax bills will be mailed at the end of August.  Residents wishing to pay their School tax bills in 
person may do so at the 

Village Clerk’s Office   112 North Broad Street (Fire Station)  
 
Office hours:   9:00 – 12:00 &1:00 – 4:30 Monday, Wednesday & Thursday  
                         9:00 – 12:00 &1:00 – 6:00pm Tuesday 
                         9:00 – 12:00pm Friday 
 

Residents wishing to pay by mail can mail payments to:   
PO Box 120, Sackets Harbor, NY  13685 
  
Payments are Payable to:  Margaret Kelly, School District Tax Collector 

  
Margaret Kelly can be reached at 646-3548 with any tax questions.  We are hopeful and optimistic 
that the change in tax collection location and hours of operation is better serving our School District 
Community residents.  This shared service agreement between the Village of Sackets Harbor and 
the Sackets Harbor Central School District is part of our mission to reduce costs of operation and 
better provide service to our constituents.   

 
 

A  Message From The Superintendent 
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The school year is fast approaching.  Our Open House is scheduled for Wednesday, August 31st from 5:00-

6:00.  Secondary schedules will be made available and all classrooms will be open for families to meet 

classroom teachers and staff.  We welcome everyone out for this night.  It is a great way to relieve any 

anxiety about unknowns before the school year starts on Tuesday, September 6th.   Students attending the 

Bohlen Technical Center at the Jeff-Lewis BOCES Campus will have classes start on Tuesday, September 

6th. 

This school year we will welcome a few new faces to our District.  Mr. Rich Lagos will be teaching 

mathematics.  Other positions that the Board of Education will approve are for Elementary Remedial ELA 

and Mathematics and an Instrumental Music Teacher.  I will introduce those staff members in the next 

edition of the newsletter once they have been officially appointed.  The Sackets Harbor Board of Education, 

at their July re-organization meeting, elected Mr. Dale Phillips as President and Mr. Steve Swain as Vice 

President.  The Board welcomed newly elected member Mr. David Altieri for a five year term.  Mrs. Angela 

Green will serve as JLSBA Delegate and Mr. Swain will serve as JLSBA Alternate. 

School Tax Collection Season will be once again upon us.  Please take special note of the insert in this 

newsletter regarding location of payment, office hours, and other important information.  The collaboration 

with the Village of Sackets Harbor has been a positive experience for everyone.  All feedback we have 

received has been positive.  Please do not hesitate in sharing any and all feedback so that we can continue 

to make our procedures as beneficial as possible.  Just a reminder that voters approved the collection of 

funds for the East Hounsfield and Hay Memorial Libraries and these will appear on residents’ tax bills for 

the first time.  This should not be misinterpreted as part of the school tax bill, rather a separate and distinct 

revenue being collected during the school tax collection process and procedure.   

It seems like yesterday that we said goodbye to the Class of 2016 at graduation.  I want to thank so many 

people, parents, friends, and staff for making our graduation ceremony a wonderful send off for our seniors.  

A beautiful ceremony sent these fine young adults off in the Sackets tradition.  A special thank you to Kevin 

Kitto, owner of Sherwood Florist, for providing all of the greenery for the graduation ceremony stage.  I wish 

to also thank the Alumni Association for a terrific dinner and banquet again this year on Friday evening.  It 

is always such a pleasure to see so many proud Sackets Alumni who support our school.  Also, Jennie 

Mantel and the United Presbyterian Church for hosting this year’s Baccalaureate Service just prior to the 

Alumni Banquet.   

The District has been very busy with creating student opportunities through the Fort Drum RISE Grant 

again this summer.  You may recall we were successful in securing this grant by collaborating with five 

other small schools to secure this multi-year grant.  Again this summer we offered summer Health courses 

and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) camps for Sackets Harbor Central students.   

Advanced Placement Biology, Anatomy and Physiology, and Project Lead the Way (PLTW) will continue as 

student offerings again this year.   

I would like to take this opportunity to apologize for the absence of our Sentinels Marching Band in this 

year’s Cam Am Parade.  It was an unfortunate situation that I wish I could re-write, but I cannot.  During our 

search for a new band director, we learned from this situation and it will be our highest priority to never 

have this happen again.  I appreciate all of the students and families who made a valiant effort to make this 

a reality.  It became apparent just prior to the start of the parade that we were unable to put a respectable 

marching line on the street that our community would have been proud of.  I am embarrassed and shoulder 

the responsibility to not have this repeat again. 
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Many parents and community members will be happy to see upgrades done to our sports fields’ parking for 

spectators.  During the summer, the School District in collaboration with the Town of Hounsfield, undertook 

an expansion and upgrade of the parking for the upper fields.  Many additional parking spaces were added, 

the lot was leveled/smoothed, and the entrance/exit from the parking lot has been graded and improved.   

Many thanks to Bruce Alcombrack and the Town Highway Crew, for making this collaboration happen.  We 

have received many positive comments and we are hopeful that this will improve our parking for our 

spectators and fans.  Also, please take notice of the incredible dugouts on both the baseball and softball 

fields.  Compliments of the Patriot Booster Club, under Derek Derouin’s leadership, funds were secured to 

construct these for our athletes.  The funds were secured in memory of former Town Supervisor Jean 

Derouin and Asst. Fire Chief Garrett Loomis.  We are so pleased with the tremendous volunteer support to 

build these very nice structures for the School District.   

On a personal note, my daughters are nearing the end of their medical school journey.  It seems like 

yesterday I wrote about their acceptance into medical school and now they are completing their schooling 

and readying their lives for medical internships.  Alli has moved to Binghamton to complete her medical 

rotations in year three and Kenzi returned to Syracuse for her final year.  It doesn’t seem possible that time 

has gone by so quickly.  The boys, Louie, Rudi, and Chase, had a very warm summer.  They have gotten 

used to wearing their leashes and continue to parole and protect the back gardens.       

Welcome back to another school year to all of our new and returning families. We are excited about 

starting another great year.  Visitors will take note that a memory plaque donated from the Family of 

Richard Coseo, former Chief of Police, has been placed in the School District.  “Butch” worked tirelessly to 

form a tremendous working relationship with the School District to maintain a safe and secure Village and 

School District for our residents.  He will be sorely missed.  Enjoy the remaining days of summer and we 

look forward to the arrival of another school year. 

Regards,  

Frederick E. Hall, Jr. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enclosed in this newsletter is the school calendar for the year.  
 Please keep it as a reference for the year’s school activities!   

 It is subject to change when necessary. 
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                         A Message from the Principal: 

Dear SHCS Students, Families and Friends, 

I hope you are enjoying summer vacation.  While I have spent most summer days working diligently to 

prepare for the school year, I have had the opportunity to enjoy some downtime as well.  I am rested, 

ready, and excited to begin my tenth year at SHCS. 

There is a great deal of information to share with you so that we are all prepared for the school year.   Be 

sure to read through the updates below carefully.  If there are questions about any of these items, feel free 

to call (646-1029), email me at jgaffney@sacketspatriots.org or stop in the Main Office.  I look forward to 

seeing you all at Open House on August 31st.       

 

Welcome New Staff 

We are in the process of hiring new staff.  We will soon introduce a new instrumental music teacher, a half-
time math interventionist, and a half-time English Language Arts interventionist.  Please help us make them 
feel welcomed into our school community. 

 

District Updates 

 You may have noticed that we have a new website.  Sackets Harbor Central School has 
transitioned to a new website platform called SchoolMessenger.  We hope that you will find this new 
platform appealing and easy to navigate.  We ask that you share your feedback after visiting our 
new website to ensure the most useful school website possible.  Our school district will also be 
using a new messaging service from SchoolMessenger.  All phone numbers and email addresses 
included within our management system will be used for important messages.  For each message 
sent from Sackets Harbor Central School, you will receive a phone call, an email, and you may opt 
in to receive text messages as well. SHCS also has an APP which can be downloaded for free on 
your personal electronic device.  This APP will help you stay connected with Sackets Harbor 
Central School!  It will contain our calendar, important news, a staff directory, and alerts.  It is our 
goal to expand and improve the manner in which we communicate information to our school 
community.  We are confident that the transition to this new service will allow us to do just that.  On 
August 31, 2016, at Open House, we will have much more information available.  In the meantime, 
if you have any questions or suggestions, please let us know. 

 

 Our transition to SchoolMessenger has allowed us to pilot a new attendance calling procedure.  If a 
student is absent from school and a parent/guardian does not call the school, the parent/guardian 
will receive an automated message prompting them to confirm their child’s absence.  Mrs. Moore, 
SHCS Attendance Clerk, will only call a parent/guardian directly if there is no confirmation of the 
absence.   

 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL NEWS – Mrs. Jennifer Gaffney 
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 Each year, our school is privileged to host three performance arts programs throughout the year by 

professional groups.  This is made possible because we share the cost of performance arts 

programs with neighboring schools.  This year, we are pleased to bring the following programs to 

our school.   

 

Group Name of Show Grade Level Date 

Theatreworks We the People Grades 6-8 September 27, 
2016 

ArtsPower The Rainbow Fish Grades K-2 April 26, 2017 

Theatreworks 
USA 

Junie B Essential 
Guide to School 

Grades 3-5 June 9, 2017 

 

       We will also be attending one at another district: 

Gustav Holst The Planets Live Grades 6-8 @ Indian 
River 

March 17, 2017 

 

 Here at SCHS, we take character education very seriously.  Each summer, school staff collaborate 

to develop a plan for the school year.  We develop a unique character education plan each year.  

This 2016-2017 school year, we will be asking families to help support our character education 

goals by discussing the monthly theme with your child/ren.  The themes are listed in this Newsletter 

and are on each monthly lunch menu.   

 

 Patriots Pals, our in-house student-based mentoring program, will be seeking both elementary and 

secondary students to participate.  Parents/guardians, if you think your child might benefit from a 

Patriot Pal, please contact Mr. Tastor at rtastor@sacketspatriots.org.   

 

Middle School/High School 

 Parents of middle school students, please ask your child about the Planner Policy and the Incentive 

Plan.  Students are required to record daily in the planner the information provided by the teachers 

(assignments, grades, projects, behavior issues, etc…) Students must take care of their planner 

and have it in class each day.  Students may be responsible for taking the planner to be reviewed 

and signed by a parent on a weekly or daily basis.  Middle School students who show responsibility 

(consistent planner-use, homework completion, positive behavior choices) will have the opportunity 

to participate in our Middle School Incentive Plan.  These are a series of fun activities to reward 

deserving students.     

Elementary 

 

 In our efforts to motivate students to make it to school every day and establish a habit of great 

attendance, SHCS has started an Attendance Challenge.  The grade level with the best overall 

attendance at the end of each quarter wins a special celebration and will be recognized at the 

Celebration of Learning.   

 

 

mailto:rtastor@sacketspatriots.org
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Testing Updates 

 

 The 2016 3-8 ELA and Math testing results have not been released as of the writing of this article.  

Once released, teachers and administrators will analyze the data to determine areas of strength 

and weakness for cohorts of students as well as individual students.  I anticipate that 

Parent/Guardian Reports will be disseminated at Open House from the classroom teacher. 

 

 The 2017 NYS Testing Schedule is as follows.  Please schedule vacations accordingly.   

o NYS English Language Arts Grades 3-8 Assessment – March 28-March 30, 2017 

o NYS Mathematics Grades 3-8 Assessment – May 2-May 4, 2017 

o NYS Science Grades 4 & 8 Assessment – June 5, 2017 

o NYSESLAT – April 10-May 18, 2017 

o NYS Regents Examinations – June 13-June 20, 2017 

o More information can be found at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/schedules/ 

 

Technology Updates 

 I would like to remind the school community that we have a PED (Personal Electronic Device) 

Program here at SHCS.  Students who wish to participate must receive the required permission 

from parents/guardians, register their devices (Smart phones, iPads, iPods, tablets, etc…) with Mr. 

Siesto, our Technology Coordinator, and then will be able to use their personal device for learning 

purposes in the classroom accessing a special guest network.   

   

 For parents/guardians of our secondary students, I strongly encourage you to also sign up for 
ParentPortal.  ParentPortal allows parents/guardians to view their student’s academic information in 
real time from anywhere an Internet connection is available.  With a ParentPortal account, 
parent/guardians can view the following student information: 
o Student record (basic information) 
o Contact Information 
o Schedule 
o Attendance (daily and course absences) 
o Grades (marking period averages and final grades) 
o Assignment grades 

 
Parents/guardians interested in signing up for ParentPortal will be able to do so at Open House in 
the MPR.  If you are unable to attend Open House but would like to sign up for ParentPortal, please 
contact our School Counseling Office.  

 
Athletics 

 

 2016 Soccer Coaches are: 

o Modified boys – Coach Staie 

o Modified girls – Coach Burns 

o J.V. Boys – Coach Truax 

o J.V. Girls – Coach Kleiboer 

o Varsity Boys – Coach Nohle 

o Varsity Girls – Coach Green    

 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/schedules/
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 The J.V and Varsity Soccer Season begins on August 15, 2016.  All athletes who signed up for 

soccer have received, via mail, a letter from me, a letter from their coach, the Athletic Code of 

Conduct, a Health History Update and an Emergency Authorization Form.  All of these forms, in 

addition to a completed physical and participating in Sportsmanship Night on August 10th, are 

required prior to participating in practice.  Coaches will receive each athlete’s “ticket to play” once 

all requirements have been fulfilled.        

 

 “Sportsmanship Night” will be held on August 10, 2016 in the Sackets Harbor Central School Multi-

Purpose Room at 6pm.  All modified, J.V. and Varsity athletes need to attend.  I will speak for ~20 

minutes on the topics of sportsmanship, Dignity for All, the Athletic Code of Conduct and 

concussion management.  Coaching staff will hold parent/student athlete meetings immediately 

before or after.  Student athlete and parent participation is a requirement.     

 

 Modified soccer season begins on Tuesday, September 6, 2016.  

 

 The Sackets Harbor Patriots’ Athletic Booster Club spearheaded an initiative to construct dugouts 

for the baseball and softball fields.  Representatives from the Booster Club, Garrett Loomis 

Foundation and Sackets Harbor School, alongside family and friends of Jean Derouin, joined forces 

to build the dugouts.  Thank you to all who participated in this undertaking.  A special thanks to 

Ricky Martin from R. Martin Contracting, LLC who lent his building expertise and manpower to this 

project!   

 

 Thank you to Senator Patty Ritchie for providing our School District with funds to purchase items to 

enhance our physical education programs.  With the funds, we were able to purchase a new 

treadmill for our weight room as well as some adaptive physical education equipment.  Thank you, 

Senator Ritchie for your continued support of our school district!   

 

 A collaboration between the Village Recreation Committee, the Garrett Loomis Foundation and 

Sackets Harbor Central School, has permitted an upgrade of the outdoor basketball hoops for our 

school community to enjoy. 

 

Dignity for All 
 

 The Sackets Harbor Central School District is committed to providing an educational and working 
environment that promotes respect, dignity and equality.  SHCS recognizes that discrimination, 
such as harassment, hazing and bullying, are detrimental to student learning and achievement. 
These behaviors interfere with the mission of the district to educate its students and disrupt the 
operation of the schools. Such behavior affects not only the students who are its targets but also 
those individuals who participate and witness such acts.  Board of Education Policy # 6050 and our 
SHCS Code of Conduct prohibits all forms of discrimination, such as harassment, hazing and 
bullying on school grounds, school buses and at all school-sponsored activities, programs and 
events.  Its’ important for the school community to know that the Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) 
Legislation requires school districts to respond to allegations of discrimination, harassment, hazing 
or bullying that takes place at locations outside of school grounds which can be reasonably 
expected to materially and substantially interfere with the requirements of appropriate discipline in 
the operation of the school or impinge on the rights of other students are prohibited, and may be 
subject to disciplinary consequences.   
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 SHCS Dignity Coordinators are 
o Jennifer Gaffney – Principal – jgaffney@sacketspatriots.org/315-646-1029 
o Ryan Tastor –School Counselor- rtastor@sacketspatriots.org/315-646-3329 

 

 Faculty, staff, students, parents/guardians are encouraged to complete a Dignity Form to report 
issues relating to discrimination, bullying, and harassment.  This form can be found on our website 
under Quick Links or in any of our offices. 
 

 For reports in which the reporter prefers to remain anonymous, I encourage the use of a website 
called  http://www.anonymoustips.com/.  Confidential information is directly emailed to the principal 
and superintendent.  Each report is taken seriously and investigated.  

 

Student Handbook Highlights 

One of the most important components of an effective school is the partnership formed between 

educators and parents working together for the best interest of children.   Through teamwork, open 

communication and a commitment to continuous improvement, we strive to make our school a place 

that fosters a love of learning. 

As soon as possible after school begins, I urge parents and guardians to review the Elementary and/or 

Secondary Student Handbooks and school calendar.  Each student is provided with a Student 

Handbook.  Please pay close attention to the Code of Conduct and discuss the subject matter with your 

child.  The administration, faculty and staff have high expectations for both student behavior and 

academic performance and it is essential that students know the rules and consequences of their own 

behavior.  We continue to ensure our school is a safe, positive, and welcoming environment where 

each child has the opportunity to flourish.  Knowing the expectations before the start of school can 

make a world of difference.  

General Handbook Reminders: 

Elementary (K-5) School Hours 

7:45 Doors open for K-5 students eating breakfast 

7:50 Doors open for all elementary students 

8:00 School begins 

2:25 Elementary dismissal 

 

School Hours (6-12) School Hours 

7:35 Doors open for 6-12 students eating breakfast 

7:45 Warning bell rings 

7:50 First bell 

7:53 School begins 

2:35 Middle/High school dismissal 
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Procedures for Reporting an Absence 

When it is necessary for your child to be absent, we ask that you notify the school at 646-1029.  You 

will be asked to provide your child’s name, your name, and the reason for the absence.  Should we not 

hear from you, you can expect to hear from us.  New York State Law requires that all students provide 

the school with a written absence excuse from a parent/guardian detailing the reason/s for the absence 

from school.  This results in an “excused absence”.   You will want to be sure that all of your child’s 

absences are recorded as excused absences.  We appreciate if you would include your name, your 

child’s first and last name, date, and reason for the absence.  Students should provide their teacher or 

the Attendance Office with this note so that we can record the information accurately.     

 

Change in After School Plans?  
 

Phone calls to change the afternoon drop off location will only be accepted before 1:00 pm.  
Otherwise, a written note or in-person visit must occur if the student is to be picked up or dropped off at 
the alternate location.  This helps us to preserve the safety and welfare of our students’ and ensures 
appropriate time for internal communication.  We do recognize that emergencies may arise in which case 
you will be asked to speak directly with the principal who will assist in finding a solution. 
 

 

Morning Tardies 

One goal we have this year is to reduce the number of morning tardies.  All 6-12 students are expected 

to be in class by 7:53 am and all K-5 students are expected to be in class by 8:00 am. For security 

reasons, all exterior doors are secured at 8:00 am. Late arrivals must enter through the Main Entrance 

doors (by the Health Office) and report to the Main Office where they will receive a “Tardy” pass.  

Parents of students in grades K-5 must accompany their child to sign-in. 

 

 Using the loop as drop-off and/or pick up points: 

 Arrival time for students who eat breakfast is 7:45 am.  Arrival time for all other students is 7:50 am. 
   

 All students (elementary and secondary) can be dropped off at the loop. Under no circumstances 
are you to leave your car at any time while you are in the loop.  If you wish to walk your child into 
school, park in a parking space in the back parking lot. 

 

  For those of you in front, please exit the loop as soon as you drop off your child(ren). This allows 
the cars behind you to move forward. All cars continue to move forward. 

 

  Elementary students can enter the doors by the second grade classrooms or use the sidewalk to 
enter by the third grade classrooms.  They will remain at their designated waiting location until the 
bell sounds.  Secondary students can use the sidewalk to walk to their designated waiting area.   

 

 All parents (driving or walking) who are picking up their elementary child/ren from school must do so 
at the new drop-off/pick-up loop on the southeast side of the school building. 

 

 Walking and bike-riding students will be dismissed through the doors by the second grade 
classrooms.  They will follow the sidewalk around to the front of the school building.  Walkers will be 
monitored by a staff member.  Mrs. Kenealy will continue to cross students at the front of the 
building. 
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 If you are a parent of an elementary and secondary student, you must pick up your elementary child 
first at the loop and then pick up your secondary child at the front of the building.  A conversation 
with the older child to wait out front until you arrive is necessary.     

 

 If it is necessary for you to leave your car to pick up your child, please park in a designated parking 
space.  Under no circumstances are you to leave your car at any time while in the loop. 

 

 

Code of Conduct Reminders: 

Two of the most prevalent violations of our Code of Conduct in the first weeks of school are cell phone and 

dress code violations.  With that said, I’d like to request your support in ensuring that your child abides by 

all the rules set forth in the Code of Conduct.  This helps to ensure that your child’s time here at school is 

well spent on academics and not on being disciplined.    

 

Cell Phone Expectations at SHCS 

Students at SHCS are well aware of our expectations relating to cell phone use. Cell phones may be used 

before or after school only unless approved by school administration as part of the PED (Personal 

Electronic Device) Program.  If this is the case, the cell phone must be used for learning purposes only and 

supervised by a teacher.  Using cell phones for personal use (messaging, social networking, etc…) are not 

allowed in school because it disrupts the learning process and other school operations.  While school is in 

session, cell phones should be turned off unless approved via PED.  Parents/Guardians, if you need to 

contact your child, please call the school.  We ask that you do not call or text your child during the school 

day.  Students will be held accountable for this infraction regardless of who the person is that calls or texts 

them during the school day.  Additionally, students who are ill must report to the nurse.  It is not permitted 

for students to text or call parents to come and pick them up without going through the appropriate 

channels.  Please note the school’s progressive discipline policy relating to cell phone infractions: 

1st violation:  Cell phone is confiscated and student is reminded of cell phone expectations.  Phone may be 

retrieved at the end of the school day. 

2nd violation:  Cell phone is confiscated and student is reminded of cell phone expectations.  Phone may be 

retrieved at the end of the school day.  Parent/guardian notified. 

3rd violation:  Cell phone is confiscated and student meets with principal.  Infraction is documented with a 

referral and a parent or guardian will be required to pick up the cell phone.   

4th or more:  Progressive discipline to include but are not limited to the above consequences and others 

such as lunch detentions, after school detentions, in-school suspensions, etc. 

 

Dress Code Expectations at SHCS 

At the start of each school year, Mr. Hall and I review Code of Conduct expectations with all secondary 

students with a particular emphasis on the Dress Code.  Furthermore, we periodically remind students of 

the expectations throughout the school year.  The following information is directly from the SHCS Code of 

Conduct which was recently reviewed in June by the Code of Conduct Committee: 
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Student Dress Code:  Dress Deemed Appropriate and Acceptable 
 
Students shall wear appropriate clothing and jewelry that comply with all provisions of this Code of Conduct 
governing dress. Students are expected to be dressed (including footwear) and groomed in a manner 
appropriate to the particular educational setting at all times. A student’s dress, grooming, and appearance, 
including hair style/color, jewelry, make-up and nails, shall: 
 
1.  Not include sexually revealing clothing, including halter-tops, tube tops, spaghetti straps, strapless 

tops, plunging necklines, see-through garments, bare midriffs, short shorts, and short skirts attire 
should adhere to conventional fingertip level. (This list is not inclusive). 

2. Not include clothing and jewelry that presents a safety hazard to one’s self or others or that is 
inappropriate for or disruptive to the educational process (i.e. spiked jewelry, heavy chains, spiked 
clothing, or sharp objects). 

3.  Not include outdoor clothing, if worn indoors. 
4.  Not include gang-related attire and jewelry, including chains. 
5.  Ensure that underwear is completely covered with outer clothing, pajamas/slippers only on  
     Spirit Day. 
6.  Not include items that are vulgar, obscene, and libelous, or which denigrate others on account  
     of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or disability. 
7.  Not promote and/or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs and/or encourage 
     other illegal or violent activities. 
8. Not include clothing that intimidates or poses a threat to others.”  

I look forward to seeing everyone at Open House on August 31st!  

Jennifer Gaffney 

K-12 Principal 

jgaffney@sacketspatriots.org 

315-646-1029 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sackets Harbor Backpack Club is looking to replenish food supplies for the 2016-2017 school 

year.  Our Backpack Program currently serves multiple families in need of some 

assistance.  Backpacks are sent home with students each Thursday containing food for the 

weekend.  Donations are gratefully accepted and can be dropped off in the Main Office or Special 

Education Office during school hours.   

 

Items for donation include, but are not limited to:   

 Macaroni & Cheese 

 Peanut Butter 

 Jelly 

 Instant Potatoes 

 Spaghetti & Sauce 

 Canned tuna or chicken  

 Instant oatmeal 

 Cereal  

 Canned fruits and vegetables 

 Crackers 

 Granola bars 

mailto:jgaffney@sacketspatriots.org
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HERE’S HOW TO TALK TO THE 

PEOPLE YOU WANT 

 

If you need to speak to anyone in the following 

offices, please call these numbers directly: 

  

Main Office    646-1029 

 Mrs. Jennifer Gaffney 

 Mrs. Sheryl Crandall 

  

 Guidance Office   646-3329 

 Mr. Ryan Tastor 

 Mrs. Ladonna Moore 

  

Nurse’s Office   646-3419 

 Mrs. Jennifer Johannessen 

  

Bus Garage    646-1032 

 Mr. Shawn Briggs 

  

Psychologist Office  646-3575 

 Ms. Carol Barkley 

 Mrs. Marlene Lennox 

  

District Office   646-3575 

 Mr. Frederick Hall 

 Mrs. Sheri Rose 

 Mrs. Julie Gayne 

 Ms. Kathy Revelle 

  

Title IX Statement  
 

The Sackets Harbor Central School District hereby 

advises students, parents, employees and the 

general public that it offers employment and 

educational opportunities without regard to actual or 

perceived race, color, weight, national origin, creed 

or ethnic group, religion, religious practice, disability, 

sex, sexual orientation, gender preference, marital 

status, age. Inquires regarding this non-

discrimination policy may be directed to:  

Frederick E. Hall, Jr., Superintendent & Coordinator 

of Title IX, Section 504 @ S.H.C.S.D., 215 South 

Broad Street, Sackets Harbor, NY 13685, 646-3575. 

Annual Notification of the availability of 

the District Asbestos Management Plan. 

 Sackets Harbor Central School District 

submitted in August 1988, to the New York State 

Education Department, the school district’s 

Asbestos Management Plan.  The plan was found to 

be acceptable by the State, in accordance with the 

EPA Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 

1987 (40 CFR Part 763). 

 A copy of this Report and the Management 

Plan is available by contacting the District Office.  

The Management Plan details how the District 

manages the different asbestos materials within the 

buildings.  In addition, surveillances are performed 

and documented at 6-month intervals, and a three  

year re-inspection was performed in 2010.  The 

Management Plan was implemented in 1989.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Mr. Randy 

Kellar at 646-3575. 

 

PESTICIDE APPLICATION 
  

A state law requires school districts to maintain a list 

of persons who are parent/guardians or staff who 

wish to receive 48 hour advance notice of pesticide 

application. 

 Sackets Harbor Central School contracts with 

a company for pest control that does not use 

pesticides.  Their work is done during the summer or 

during school vacations. 

 However, if you are interested in being 

apprised of pesticide application should the district 

ever find it necessary to use it, please call Randy 

Kellar at 646-3575. 

  

Dignity for All District Coordinators 

The Sackets Harbor Central School District adheres to 
the commitment to create an educational and working 
environment that promotes respect, dignity, and 
equality for all.  Any inquiries regarding the Dignity for 
All, Chapter 482 of the Laws of 2010 may be directed 
to The District’s Dignity for All Coordinators: 
 
Ms. Jennifer Gaffney, School District K-12 Principal 
Mr. Ryan Tastor, School District Guidance Counselor. 
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IMPACT AID 
 

Do You Work on Federal Property? 
 

Each year the District collects information from 
parents who are employed on Federal 
property.  We do this to establish a record of 
enrollment and to qualify for Federal Impact 
Aid.  If you have a student enrolled at Sackets 
Harbor School on October 5, 2016 that student 
qualifies for Federal Impact Aid. 
 
About 23 percent of the students attending 
Sackets Harbor School have at least one parent 
working on Federal property. Even though the 
District receives state education aid for each of 
these children, the fact remains that Sackets 
Harbor is “impacted” by the Federal presence of 
Fort Drum.  In order to minimize this impact, the 
Federal government pays Federal Impact Aid to 
the affected District. 
 
It is extremely important that a parent or guardian 
take the time to complete the information on the 
one-page survey that we will send home in 
October.  The need for this aid is great, and its 
effects are wide-ranging. 
 
Reminder:  surveys will be sent home in 
October.  Please fill these forms out and return to 
your child’s school As Soon As Possible. 
 
EVERY PROGRAM BENEFITS…EVERY CHILD 
IS A WINNER! 
 
If you would like to discuss any aspect of the 
Federal Impact Aid program please call the 
District Office at 646-3575.  Thank you! 

 
School Records Release 

Parents of Sackets Harbor Central School District 
resident students are advised that, consistent with 
the Final Regulations – Family Rights and Privacy 
Act (Buckley Amendment) dated June 17, 1976, 
that it is no longer necessary to obtain written 
consent to release records between schools.  
School officials, including teachers, within 
educational institutions and officials of other 
school systems in which the student may intend to 
enroll, may receive a student’s record without 
consent for such release.  This information is 
provided so that parents will be notified that the  

Sackets Harbor Central School District forwards 
education records to other agencies or institutions 
that have requested the records and in which the 
student seeks or intends to enroll. 
 
Requests for information and records, including 
transfers and new registration, should occur during 
days when school is in session, so that appropriate 
staff can best assist with these matters. 

SchoolTool Parent Access Program 
 

The SchoolTool Parent Access Program continues at 
Sackets Harbor Central School.  SchoolTool is the 
District’s student information management software.  
Parents and guardians are invited to join the Sackets 
Harbor Central School District SchoolTool Access 
program.  By joining this program, you will have 
instant, online timely, and secure access to school 
information about any of your children who attend 
Sackets Harbor School.  Specifically, you will have 
online access to your child’s contact information, 
attendance, discipline and schedule (for students in 
grades 6-12).  If you are the parent of a secondary 
student (grades 6-12), you will also have access to 
five week progress reports and quarterly grades for 
each class in which your child is enrolled.  Some 
teachers may also post assignments, assignment 
grades and test grades using their website 
(password protected). 
 
In implementing the SchoolTool Access program, we 
hope this will be a great opportunity for parents and 
teachers of Sackets Harbor School. District to 
communicate, on an on-going basis, about student 
progress throughout the year.  We hope you will 
enroll in the program to get faster access to 
information. 
 
Your first step in getting an account established is to 
contact the school where your child or children 
attend to make sure that your current e-mail address 
has been entered into SchoolTool, as this is your 
username for an account.  Detailed information on 
getting an account established, and using 
SchoolTool, is available on the District website at 
www.sacketspatriots.org.  You may also call 315-
646-3329 for more information.  Once you have an 
account, if you change your e-mail address during 
the course of the school year, please call or e-mail, 
so that your account may be updated. 

 

http://www.sacketspatriots.org/
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year!  The 

Kindergarten teachers have been busy getting 

ready for the start of the school year.  We will 

meet with all kindergarten parents and students 

15 minutes before the start of Open House on 

August 31st at 4:45pm.  At that time, we will 

discuss class routines, transportation and 

answer any questions families may have. You 

can help your child put away any school 

supplies they might have with them that 

evening.   Name tags for the students to wear 

on the first day of school will be given out at 

that time.  We look forward to seeing all families 

there! 

                       

Mrs. Schultes and Mrs. Allen 

.    

 
 

First Grade News! 

 

Hello everyone! Welcome to 

the 2016-2017 school year!  

We have been busy working on getting things 

ready for our classrooms, and coming up with 

some special activities for this amazing year in 

first grade. We can't wait to see you all at open 

house on August 31st from       5:00-6:00 PM.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer and don't forget 

to read! We are so excited to see you all soon! 

Mrs. Lawler and Mrs. Goldman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer is almost over we hope everyone had a 
chance to enjoy the weather and create amazing 
memories. Mrs. Shelmidine has been busy with 
her new beautiful daughter. Miss Morgia has been 
trying to perfect a homemade cold brew coffee (if 
you have any secret tips, please share). Summer 
time is the best time to practice what you love and 
get ready for the school year. Summer is always 
the best time to practice math facts and get in 
some exciting books. We have been busy setting 
up the classrooms for your return. Furthermore, 
we are gearing towards a year of fun and 
excitement and cannot wait to meet our new 
second graders. 
 
Our year starts off on day one.  You will start to 
learn about the leaders in our society such as 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Harriett Tubman, and 
everyone’s favorite President Abraham Lincoln 
(he has the best top hat ever).  We will also be 
studying the Character Trait of Respect and how 
important it is to show respect to yourself, others 
and your things. We build our whole classroom 
environment on the character trait of 
respect.  Understanding respect and practicing it 
on a daily basis helps all of us grow as individuals 
and creates an amazing atmosphere to learn in.  
 
The second graders will be using F.R.O.G. 
Binder (Fully, Responsible, Organized, and 
Growing) as an organizational tool the school 
year. This will be introduced the first week of 
school to the students and parents. The binder 
will go home and come back every single day of 
school. The binder will contain important parent 
notes, a planner for daily assignments, a pocket 
for student work, homework, and the reading log. 
Using the binder every day is essential in the 
communication between parent and teacher. 
 
Students in second grade start to make the 
transition in learning to read and start making 
steps into reading to learn. They love to share 
what they have learned and having the 
opportunity to discuss their new learning is a 
powerful instrument. Please encourage your child 
to share their learning each night at home.  
  
Second Grade Teachers – Mrs. Shelmidine and 
Miss Morgia  
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Third Grade News 

 We are so excited to meet all of the new 
third graders and their families this year! We 
can’t wait to learn about the many talents that 
each individual will bring to our class this year. 
We will be inviting parents to join us with their 
child’s third grade journey this year through 
volunteering. A short survey will be coming 
home within the first month for you to fill out and 
return.  
 Creating a positive learning environment 
for the children is so important. We are eager to 
begin the year with several team building 
activities such as creating class tee shirts, 
working to solve brain teasers, participating in 
partner and group challenges, and dancing 
Zumba through the web site “Go Noodle.” We  
will begin “Student of the Week” to get to know 
each child and his family in September.  
Students will also work to set goals for their 
learning this year.  
 To help students get organized with 
their learning, we will set up binders known as 
“FROG Binders.” This stands for “Fully 
Responsible Organized and Growing.” These 
binders will be set up the second week of 
school and then brought back and forth each 
day of the week. School planners will be 
included to help with writing down assignments.  
We will be using the Common Core State 
Standards to guide our curriculum. This can be 
found on Engage NY for math and English 
Language Arts. In addition to this, we will send 
weekly newsletters to keep families informed.  
 

 
Third Grade Supply List for the school year 

of 2016-2017 
 
Please label all supplies with your child’s name 
and send in the first day of school.  We have 
individual plastic bins to put each child’s extra 
supplies as they need them throughout the 
year. 
 

 One White Heavy-Duty View Binder size- 1½ 
inch only  

 5 glue sticks  

 12 pack of crayons  

 1 big eraser  

 2 boxes of tissues to share with the class 
throughout the cold season 

 Small whiteboard 

 4 Expo whiteboard markers and whiteboard 
eraser 

 Scissors  

 2 boxes of #2 pencils (sharpened if possible) 

 Book Bag 

 1 package of loose leaf lined paper  

 Toolbox for crayons, pencils, scissors, and 
glue sticks 

*    Headphones or earbuds that will last the entire 
year.  
*    1 pre-washed plain white t-shirt that we will tie-
dye together.  
 
 Money will be needed for the Sackets 
Harbor School Planners in September once they 
arrive. The cost usually runs about $4, but may 
vary each year. We will let you know when they 
arrive.  
 
 Have a great summer and we’ll see you at 
Open House!    
 
Christina Reinhardt & Christopher Staie 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade newsletter:  

As summer nears its end, Mr. Baytos 

and Mr. Robbins are looking forward to another 

exciting school year.  Fourth grade promises to 

be a challenging, yet rewarding grade for the 

students.  Their skill, maturity, and responsibility 

levels will grow as they are taught new 

strategies and techniques that will make them 

better students and young people.  If you need 

a supplies list for fourth grade, be sure to visit 

the school website.  We look forward to meeting 

our new group of fourth graders and their 

families at Open House on August 31st!  Until 

then, enjoy the rest of this beautiful summer! 
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       Spark  Jr. is starting up again for the new 

year.  Spark Jr. is open to 3-5 graders.  We will be 

going for fall walks through the community, cross 

country skiing behind the school in the winter, and 

biking in the spring.  Indoor or outdoor kickball will 

also be available each Friday.  The activities are 

held on Fridays from 2:30-3:00.   There are no 

late bus runs on Fridays.  For those who have no 

other form of transportation available, Spark Jr. 

participants will be able to get a ride home in the 

school van.  There is only room for 5 students in 

the van.  This is only available to students who 

have no other available transportation.  

      Any parents interested in joining us on any of 

these activities are strongly urged to contact me 

at school.  I am always looking for other adults to 

join us. 

        Sign-ups are posted outside my room each 

Monday.  Your child needs to sign up each week 

for that Friday’s activity.  Permission sheets will 

then be sent home, completed, and returned 

signed. 

    

5th Grade School Store 

 The 5th graders will be working hard 

running their school store.  They are raising 

money to offset the cost of their end-of-the-year 

field trip to Upper Canada Village in Canada.  The 

field trip allows the students a hands-on 

experience to reinforce the information they have 

learned about colonial life in Social Studies.  It 

also gives many their first experience of visiting a 

foreign country.   

 Our school store has all the standard 

school items:  pencils, mechanical pencils, pens, 

notebooks, notepads, pocket folders, erasers, and 

sharpeners.  It also has fun items that students 

can purchase.  The store has new items for sale 

every week.  The store is open 7:50-8:00, M-F. 

5th GRADE NEWS 
5th grade is a fun and exciting year!  In 5th 

grade, the students learn to become more 

independent in preparation for going to Middle 

School next year.  Mr. Spahn is the 5th grade 

Math and Science teacher, and Mrs. VanOcker 

teaches 5th grade English Language Arts and 

Social Studies.  

5th graders will become experts at 

multiplying, dividing, adding, and subtracting 

decimal numbers.  They will become experts at 

adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 

fractions. 

 In Science we spend the first half of the 

year learning about living things and their 

relationships with each other, and the second half 

of the year learning about the nonliving 

ingredients that make up the earth.  We end the 

year learning about keeping our bodies safe and 

healthy. 

 In ELA and Social Studies, we begin the 

year with a combined unit that focuses on human 

rights, and we incorporate the knowledge gained 

throughout the unit into our classroom rules and 

routines.   

 In English Language Arts, we continue to 

build reading, writing, grammar, and speaking and 

listening skills.  Two of the ELA units tie directly 

into our Social Studies content, which makes it 

fun for the students to make connections across 

content areas.  The students also will be 

participating in small reading groups to enhance 

their comprehension, fluency, and vocabulary 

skills.   

Fifth Grade Social Studies is based on the 

history and geography of the Western 

Hemisphere, including the development of 

cultures, civilizations, and empires; interaction 

between societies; and the comparison of the 

government and economic systems of modern 

nations. In addition, some students will be 

researching information about an American State 

and presenting the information to the class.  We 

end the year with a trip to Upper Canada Village 

to see what life was like in a colonial village.  

Spark Jr.  

Mr. Spahn 
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Summer Screening for grades KG, and 1-6 will 
occur in the Kindergarten rooms and the 
Reading Room on Tuesday, August 23rd. 
Please contact the school at 646-3575 if you 
need to sign up for this screening. 
 
Important dates to remember for the month of 
September from the Reading Department: 

 Summer Reading Calendar and Activity 
page and any projects can be turned in 
any day, but Monday, September 12th 
is the last day that they will be accepted. 
Remember to have them signed before 
you turn them in!! 

 Monday, September 12, 2016—
Summer Reading Party permission slips 
are sent home 

 Monday, September 26, 2016---
Summer Reading Party permission slips 
are due 

 Summer Reading Parties are tentatively 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 5, 
2016 for grades 4-5, and Thursday, 
October 6, 2016 for grades 1-3. 
 

 

PARP 
 Friday, September 23, 2016—PARP 

Partner form goes home 

 Friday, September 30, 2016—PARP 
Partner form is due and PARP buttons 
will be handed out. 

 
 
Looking ahead to the month of October, these 
are some of the important dates to remember 
for the month of October from the Reading 
Department: 

 Monday, October 3, 2016—PARP 
begins—“Color Your World--READ” 

 October 17-21—Guest PARP reader 
week 

 Story times at Hay Memorial Library will 
be occurring throughout the month of 
October 

 Wednesday, October 19, 2016—Title 
One Parent Meeting—Room 103, 5:30-
6:30 pm 

 Monday, October 31, 2016—PARP 
ends 

 Monday, November 7, 2016 —PARP 
calendars are due 

 Monday, November 14, 2016 ---PARP 
prizes will be handed out 

 
 PARP will begin on Monday, October 
3rd, so Parents, Families, and Friends, let’s get 
ready to “Color the World.”  Our theme this year 
is “Color Your World--READ”.  I am hoping that 
you can spend at least 15 minutes or more 
reading with your children, grandchildren, and 
friends each day during the month of October.  
Share some of your favorite stories, characters, 
authors, and events with your children, 
grandchildren, neighbors, and friends!! Let’s 
make the world a beautiful, colorful, and 
peaceful place where reading and sharing 
stories happen in our homes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the 2016 school year, I hope it 
finds you well. I've had a busy summer making 
memories with my family and friends.  I've also 
made sure to squeeze in a lot of reading and 
hope you've been able to do the same.  I'm 
excited to get back into the swing of things. I 
have a lot of wonderful things planned for the 
coming year. In September, your child will be 
bringing home a paper so that you can sign up 
for email updates specific to their course. 
Please be on the lookout for this. I look forward 
to working together with you this year. Enjoy the 
remainder of your summer before the chaos of 
school and sports begins. 

 
 
 

 

ENGLISH 
Mrs. Nohle 
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Welcome to Sixth Grade!    

             Mrs. Gayne 

Mrs. Gayne will be teaching Math, Science, and 

Social Studies this year.  Our first Project 

Based Learning project for Social Studies will 

start in October.   It will be a lot of hard work, 

but a lot of fun activities are planned also! 

I can always be reached at 

lgayne@sacketspatriots.org. 

 

 

 

Sophomores 

Don’t forget Homecoming is just around the 

corner!  Pay close attention to announcements 

for further details.   Our Thanksgiving pie sale 

will begin in October.   This will be our main 

fundraiser this year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome back! I am looking forward to 
this school year very much. 
 

Mrs. Sonya Esposito 
 
About My Classroom: 
My classroom is student-centered. Student-
centered learning aims to develop learner 
autonomy and independence by putting 
responsibility for the learning path in the hands 
of students. Therefore, it is my job to provide 
students with the opportunity to attain 
knowledge for themselves. For example, 
students will often work with their peers to scour 
through documents that contain vital pieces of 
information. In addition, they will analyze 
models of the skills they need and learn how to 
replicate them. 
 
Effort Based Grading:  
Since a student-learning environment requires 
that students work effectively during class time, 
most grades will be based on work completed 
in class. Therefore, it is important that students 
work diligently on all in-class assignments as 
well as out-of-class assignments. 
 
My Goal: 
It is important that learning becomes more 
important than grading. Thus, I have 
developed a grading system that takes the 
emphasis away from grading and puts it on 
improving skills. Please visit my website to view 
a document/graphic that explains this system.  
 
Books: 
Although we will read some full-class books 
(the same book read by all students 
simultaneously), I am trying something new this 
year. In an attempt to ignite a true life-long love 
of reading, students will choose their own books 
to read. On the last day of each week, students 
will read these books in class while I quietly 
conference with each student about his or her 
progress. I am hoping that through this 
differentiated instruction, students will be 
exposed to books both at their reading level 
and beyond. I will certainly work with each 
student to choose books wisely.  
 

mailto:lgayne@sacketspatriots.org


SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Mr. Haley's Social Studies Classes  

General information:  I would like to start by 

saying I am truly excited to start my 22nd year 

of teaching (18 of which have been employed 

by Sackets Harbor Central School).  This 

community has so much to be proud of and I 

am equally proud to have been a part of it for 

the last couple of decades.  In regards to the 

courses that I have been assigned, I will 

continue to offer instruction for two sections of 

7th grade American History, two sections of 

11th grade US History and Government, one 

section of Advanced Placement American 

History, in addition to multiple academic 

intervention classes and supervision of 

academic enhancement periods.  With the 

upcoming elections I am certain that the 

students will see the relevance of these 

offerings.  I encourage all parents and students 

to attend the open house that the school will be 

hosting on the evening of August 31st.  I will be 

sharing a course syllabus for each class, 

sharing classroom expectations, and answering 

any additional questions that you may have.  

Below you will find a very general synapses of 

the course offerings.  For additional information 

please contact myself or the School Counselor 

to request a more detailed curriculum map.   

7th Grade American History:  This class will 

cover content that begins with a look at the 

lives, accomplishments and struggles of early 

Native American groups.  We will also spend a 

great deal of focus on the struggles of the 

thirteen British Colonies and the "birth of nation" 

that was "conceived in liberty" (Abraham 

Lincoln).  It is my intent that we will have 

covered the US Constitution prior to the 

November election.  I believe that is important 

that our students have a general understanding 

of the methods that we use to carry out our 

representative government in addition to the 

great power that our legislators and executives 

have been entrusted.  We will continue to cover 

American History through the completion of the 

US Civil War (1865).  The students will continue 

American History (1865-present) in 8th grade.  

The class will culminate with a comprehensive 

final exam in June.  Keys to success for 7th 

grade students are quite simple.  They must be 

consistent in their efforts, organized, and study 

on a regular basis for both the section quizzes 

and chapter exams.   

11th Grade US History and Government:  US 

History and Government will briefly investigate 

early Native American groups and quickly focus 

on the discontent in the British Colonies and the 

American Revolution.  As the name of the class 

suggests, there will be a strong priority on 

understanding the US Constitution.  The 

students will read a large majority of the US 

Constitution and be asked to inquire about the 

intent of the founding fathers and continually 

compare that to the interpretation of our past, 

current and future leaders.  The pace of this 

class is very fast, as we are expected to cover 

US History from colonial days to the present.  

So much history has been "made" since I 

began my career.  However what has not 

changed is the amount of time we have to cover 

the material.  With that being said, I have 

attached a very detailed syllabus to my web 

page that outlines weekly objectives and 

assignments.  For a more detailed explanation 

of classroom expectations and grading policies 

please see me at open house or contact me via 

email or phone.  This course does conclude 

with a New York State Regents exam and it is 

required that students achieve at-least a grade 

of 65 in order to receive credit.   

AP US History and Government: I want to 

start by saying congratulations to all students, 

both past and present, who decided to enroll in 

this very challenging course.  This is a college 

level class that begins with an in-depth look at 

the relationships that developed between 

European colonists and the Native Americans 

that they encountered.  The students will be 

assigned reading nightly and be required to use 

that knowledge to advance classroom 

discussions.  They will be required to truly 

develop their historical thinking skills, including 

comparing/contrasting, analyzing, 

contextualizing, and synthesizing.  It is possible, 

with a successful score on the national exam 
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held in early May, that the students could 

receive up to six college credits.  I must stress 

that each college/university has different 

requirements for college credit.  I should also 

mention that my personal philosophy for this 

class is not exclusively about the credit that 

they may or may not receive.  The performance 

of our past students has, for the most part, 

been at or above the national average (roughly 

50% of the nations students who take this exam 

receive a score of three or better).  What I try to 

assure to the students and the parents is that, 

regardless of what they receive on the exam, 

they WILL be better prepared for the demands 

of the college courses that await them.  I look 

forward to working with the new class in 

September and strongly encourage parents to 

attend open house.  Please reach out to me 

with any questions that you have about the 

appropriateness of this class for your child.   

 

Global History & Geography 
Ms. St.Croix 

 
Global History and Geography is a two year 
course that begins with a brief study of early man 
and the rise of early civilizations and culminates in 
the study of global issues that impact our world 
today. The course emphasizes global 
interdependence and geography as well as 
historical issues and events. Students will study 
human history utilizing a largely chronological 
approach. Students will study themes and topics 
including but not limited to cultural diffusion, 
human rights, imperialism, technology, 
industrialization, conflict, and interdependence. 
While the United States is part of Global History, it 
is not the focus of the course. Global History 
emphasizes a non-western and European 
perspective of global history; therefore, much of 
the content is brand new to students.  
 
The course culminates in a New York State 
Regents Exam, so Regents Quality Work is a 
requirement in both Global 9 and Global 10. 
Regents Quality Work is defined and mandated  

by the State Education Department, aligns with 
the Common Core Standards, Literacy Standards, 
and National Council for the Social Studies 
Standards, and is necessary for students to 
achieve success on the New York State Regents 
examination, final exam, and in my class. I have 
very high expectations for students in my class. I 
expect students to be respectful of myself, 
themselves, and one another at all times. I also 
expect students to be respectful of the various 
cultures and places we study, the field of history, 
and the work they are required to complete. 
Students are also expected to be responsible. 
Students are responsible for coming to class 
prepared and responsible for completing all work 
to the best of their ability. Disrespect, intolerance, 
and irresponsibility are unacceptable and will 
result in disciplinary action. Students are at all 
times accountable for their choices and actions. 
The sooner students make adjustments in their 
work habits to meet these expectations, the more 
successful they will be.  
 
Students in Global History & Geography will do 
the work of historians, analyzing and applying 
historical documents on a regular basis. Students 
will also hone their 21st century skills by working in 
Google Classroom, an online learning 
environment where students will be expected to 
participate in class discussion and submit 
assignments.  
 
I expect a great deal of my students, and I will 
work hard to help each one attain his or her goals. 
I stay after school Monday- Thursdays. I 
encourage students to stay after if they need extra 
help or review regarding course material and 
assignments. Furthermore, I hold an after school 
review session prior to every exam. I encourage 
all of my students to stay after school and attend 
review sessions or to obtain extra help and review 
when needed. I believe that parents and teachers 
need to be partners in the education process. If 
you ever have any questions or concerns, or at 
any time would like a detailed account of your 
child’s progress in my class then please do not 
hesitate to contact me (by school phone or school 
email, preferably email) and I would be happy to 
speak with you. I very much look forward to 
working together for a successful year!  
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Librarian-Mrs. Janelle DeCicco 

Welcome to the Library, a place where 

you can read, study, learn, use technology 

and...create? With the new addition of our 

Library Makerspace, the definition for what 

students can do in the Library has broadened. 

While students have always come to the Library 

to gain knowledge and seek a better 

understanding of the world around them as they 

study their curricular subjects and pursue 

personal interests, now students can have the 

opportunity to facilitate knowledge through the 

manipulation and creation of material 

resources. Knit, build with legos, use an app, 

create origami, or challenge a friend in chess, 

the Library now offers a space for students to 

engage and think critically while having fun! We 

are excited for creativity and innovation and 

keeping the Sackets Harbor Library current with 

this new Library trend. 

In other news, one more exciting 

update to the Library this year 

will be an Information Literacy 

Class taught exclusively to 6th 

graders. The class will meet 

every day and students will learn 

how to research effectively and share their 

findings collaboratively and through tech savvy 

avenues.  This course will prepare students to 

be safe online and will give them the research 

and technology skills that they need to thrive in 

their middle and high school years and beyond! 

Keep informed of all the Library events, 

activities, and information resources through 

the Library Website which can be found on the 

District homepage! 

 

 

Business/Health 

Department News 

 

Mr. Fingar 

 

The courses that I will be offering this year 
include 6th Grade Keyboarding, 7th Grade 
Computer Software Exploration, Sports 
Marketing, Computer Applications, High 
School Health, and 7th Grade Health. 
 
For more information about these courses, 
visit my website at: 
www.sacketspatriots.org/cms/one.aspx?pa
geId=1244775 
 
Additional information about each class will 
be provided at Open House. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Welcome back! 
 
 With summer flying by, it's time to start thinking 
about the start of the new school year! Here are 
some of the things we will be doing in English 
this year. 
  
English 11: English 11 will begin the year with 
the short stories unit. 
  
In addition to reading literature this year, we will 
be reading more informational texts. The 
balance of literature and informational texts will 
help students prepare for the Common Core 
Regents at the end of the year. 
  
Novels read in English 11: Macbeth, The Kite 
Runner, and The Great Gatsby. 
  
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 
Ms. Montrois 
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AP English: By the time school begins, AP 
students will have completed their short stories 
unit and the novel Never Let Me Go. Our focus 
this year will be on literature, poetry, and 
multiple choice and writing skills. The AP exam 
will be on Wednesday, May 3, 2017. They will 
also take the Common Core Regents in June. 
  
Novels read in AP English: Wuthering Heights, 
Macbeth, Pride and Prejudice, The Handmaid's 
Tale, The Kite Runner, and The Great Gatsby. 
  
English 12 Honors/English 101: The first half 
of the year will prepare students for their School 
to Work experience, applying to college, and 
college life. The second half of the year will be 
English 101 through JCC. 
  
Yearbook and Multimedia: I am thrilled to 
continue the wonderful legacy established by 
Mr. Barber, and I hope this year’s Niahoure will 
be as successful as last year’s. We are taking a 
different direction this year and will be working 
with Picaboo Yearbooks. Picaboo is an online 
yearbook company that will allow our staff to be 
more creative when producing our yearbook. 
Yearbooks can be purchased through the 
Niahoure Storefont at any time, and when you 
purchase your yearbook online, you will receive 
4 free personalized pages! You can access the 
Niahoure Storefront by going to: 
https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/.  
  
In addition to my weekly emails to 
parents/guardians about class assignments, 
homework, and other information, I like to use 
the free app Remind to relay quick 
messages/alerts to students and 
parents/guardians. If you would like to sign-up, 
look for your class below. 
  
English 11- text the message @msmontro to 
81010 
AP English- text the message @ddad7c to 
81010 
English 12 Honors/English 101- text the 
message @msmontroi to 81010 
Yearbook and Multimedia- text the message 
@26cdh to 81010 

 

 

NEWS FROM SCIENCE DEPT. 
MRS. QUINN: 

 

EARTH SCIENCE AND LIVING 

ENVIRONMENT are both required science 

courses that include a lab component and 

incorporate a variety of skills such as problem 

solving, graphing and communicating about 

science. In an effort to better understand the 

world around us we use current events and field 

trips to make connections to the real world. 

Students should plan to start the year being 

prepared with basic supplies, ready to explore 

ideas and work for success.    

THE ENVIROTHON TEAM will be looking for 

new members, hoping to rebuild a strong team.  

This is a natural science competition based on 

forestry, ecology, wildlife, soils and 

environmental issues.  Any interested high 

school student is encouraged to attend the first 

meeting in September. 

THE MARINE BIOLOGY ADVENTURE will 

begin to get organized for the end of June, 

2017.  This field trip explores the ecology of the 

Florida Keys at Marine Lab in Key Largo.  

Students have a wonderful time, learn a lot and 

develop an appreciation for this unique 

ecosystem.  We will be organizing fundraising 

events to help students make this trip a reality.  

We intend to collect empty cans/bottles to 

support this program, so feel free to drop off 

your “empties” by the school greenhouse near 

the playground. Two years ago we collected 

cans/bottles and raised hundreds of dollars this 

way, a real testimony to the idea that every little 

bit helps, one nickel at a time!  

To support our extra-curricular environmental 

education programs, we will continue collecting 

“empties” during the school year.  Simply 

contact the school if you have some to donate, 

or drop off your bagged returnable by the 

school greenhouse.  

 

 

https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/
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Hello.  My name is Mr. Lagos, and I’m very 

excited to join the Math Department at Sackets 

Harbor Central School.  Some of you may 

recognize me from my student teaching 

experience during the 2015-2016 school year at 

Sackets.  I’ll be teaching Math 7, Math 8, 

Career and Financial Management, and Home 

and Careers.  I look forward to meeting all of 

you and having a great year! 

See you soon, 

Mr. Lagos 

 

Art Department 
Instructor: Mr. Burris 

 
 
 

SHCS Art 
Department moves to a larger space! 
 
It was an exciting summer as the Art Department 
was moved to a larger space in the building.  I 
personally would like to thank the administration 
and summer staff for all the hard work that went in 
to making the space possible. 
Now that the room is ready, I welcome the 
returning art students, as well as the new students 
to the art department.  I sincerely hope that each 
student will take every opportunity to improve 
artistically, academically, and socially.  I look 
forward to another great school year of learning. 

 
Upcoming Art Club Events: 
 
Cider Days at St. Andrews Parish Center, Early 
October 
Members will paint faces at the festival 
 
Haunted Walk, Late October 
Students decorate the Parish Center in 
preparation for the Annual Haunted Walk 

 

Elementary Special Education 

Mrs. Tocornal 
 

                                                   
Welcome to the 2016-2017 School Year! 
  
This is a unique classroom designed 
specifically to provide children with a quality 
special education program.  The children who 
participate in this program also participate in 
regular homerooms and academic classes as 
designated on their Individualized Education 
Programs.  Some children attend this program 
to receive direct instruction in a core academic 
subject that causes them great difficulty.  Other 
children receive resource room support and 
services.  The overall goal being that every 
child has a program designed specifically to 
meet his/her individual needs.  
 
The first goal of the year is to ensure that every 
child has the materials necessary to fully 
participate in each class.  There is list of the 
needed supplies by grade level on the school 
website.  If you have questions regarding what 
supplies are needed, please send me in a note 
and I will send your child home with a printed 
list.  If for any reason, you are not able to 
provide your child with these materials, please 
let me know and I will do my best to help.  
 
If you are a parent of a child in grades third and 
up, your child should come home every night 
with a Sackets Harbor planner.  Please spend a 
few minutes each night checking over your 
child's planner.   This planner will contain not 
only homework but notes from me as 
well.  Please feel free to write back. 
 
If at any time you have questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I am 
looking forward to another wonderful school 
year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATH 
Mr. Lagos 
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Mr. Truax 

Greetings parents/guardians and students! I am 

absolutely thrilled for this school year to begin. 

Below is a quick summary about each of my 

classes and what to expect throughout the year. 

This year there are two brand new classes, 

Automation and Robotics, and Engineer Your 

World! 

Physics 

Physics, the study of matter and its motion 

through space and time. Or as I like to call it, 

the “King of all Sciences.” Throughout this 

course, students will learn the fundamentals of 

physics: mechanics, sounds and waves, 

electricity and magnetism, and modern physics. 

Although the course load is dense, in reality this 

is just the tip of the ice berg!  

Students will be conducting many experiments 

as they delve into the mysterious and 

fascinating place we call our universe. By the 

end of this course, they will have a better 

understanding of the world around them and 

how it works.  

 

Science 8 

In science 8, students will be exploring the 

physical sciences, the study of non-living 

systems. This year we will be looking at two 

facets of physical science, chemistry and 

physics. Throughout the year students can 

expect to learn the fundamentals of the 

scientific method, the nature of matter, atomic 

theory, conservation of mass and energy, 

motion and forces, sound and waves, and much 

more!  

I try to take a hands on approach as much as 

possible, so students should be ready to 

complete many lab-based activities! 

 

 

 

Design & Modeling 

New and improved for the 2016-2017 school 

year! Design and Modeling will take students 

through the basics of engineering and design. 

This semester long class is a project based, 

student driven class where students are given 

real world, open ended problems where 

students must work together in order to 

brainstorm, design, test, and ultimately present 

their solution. Students will also learn how to 

use 3d modeling to create objects that can 

ultimately be printed out using our 3d printer! 

 

Automation & Robotics 

Brand new to Sackets Harbor Central School 

this year is Automation and Robotics! This class 

follows Design and Modeling and further builds 

on the skills developed from the previous 

semester. In this class, similar to D&M, 

Automation and Robotics is a project based 

class that challenges students to create 

solutions to real world problems. In order to 

develop these solutions, students will utilize 

VEX robotics kits to construct and program their 

creation. Students can expect to build and code 

things like racecars, simple mechanisms, 

windmills, elevators, and much more!  

 

Engineer Your World 

Another new class to Sackets Harbor Central 

School is Engineer Your World. This class is an 

upper level engineering course designed to get 

students to think and behave like an engineer. 

Students will be able to engage in authentic real 

world experiences in a variety of different fields 

of engineering such as mechanical, chemical, 

and audio! Collaborative, student-directed 

projects build resilient problem-solving skills 

helpful not only for college, but anyone entering 

the work force as well. This class is great for 

any 11-12th grade student interested in pursuing 

a career in an engineer field.  
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Welcome back from Mr. 

Green and Ms. Kleiboer! 

We are excited for 

another school year to 

begin.  To get our year 

started on the right foot, 

here are some helpful 

tips for both parents and students. 

 Elementary students will have PE every 

other day for 38 minutes and kindergarten will 

have a slightly shorter class period. Sneakers 

are the only acceptable footwear for PE, so 

please send them with your student on the days 

that they are wearing sandals, boots or flip 

flops.  We will make every attempt to get 

outside (weather permitting) so if your child is 

wearing new sneakers it may be best to save 

them for days we will be indoors or bring an 

older pair to school to keep in their locker.  A 

sweatshirt or light jacket may also be a great 

idea to have in their locker for chilly mornings or 

afternoons.   

 Students in grades 6-12 will have PE 

every other day as well.  These students will be 

required to change into an alternate set of 

clothes in order to participate such as a t-shirt 

and shorts or sweatpants.  Sneakers that can 

be safely tied around the foot are a necessity as 

well.  Each student will be assigned a locker 

and a lock so possessions can be secured.  

Some other helpful items to keep in a gym 

locker might be: deodorant, a washcloth and 

soap, and an extra sweatshirt for days outside.  

Perfumes and body sprays are highly 

discouraged in the locker room areas. 

 We will be exploring sports such as 

football and soccer to begin our school year, 

and adventuring with activities such as walking 

the trail that extends through our school 

property and measuring our physical fitness 

levels.   

 We hope that everyone is enjoying the 

remainder of these beautiful summer days and 

look forward to seeing you soon! 

 
 

News from Mrs. Timerman 

Welcome back! I am enthused to begin a new 

year of common core mathematics. I am also very 

excited that my former student teacher, Rich 

Lagos, will be joining the math department this 

school year.  

My students can expect a year full of fun problem-

solving and exploration of algebra with graphing 

calculators. Please do not go out and buy a 

graphing calculator! Students will get all the 

access they need right in the classroom or they 

will be assigned one to take home if they are in an 

upper level course.  

Problem of the week assignments will continue to 

be the most important grades that students focus 

on. Please, parents, watch that they are being 

done on a regular basis. Students can always get 

help with these assignments after school and 

should get 100%! 

 
 

Resource Room 
Mrs. Bashaw 

 
Summer is coming to an end and soon school will be 
starting again.  Are you ready?  Organization seems 
to be a big problem for many students.  Here are a 
few things that you can do to help your child each 
day. 
1) Reminders on the door- You can have a daily 
check list that states the items that should go to 
school each day or a change in the schedule (ex: 
take project to school, take bus to Grandma’s 
house…etc.) 
2) Check planner/agenda EVERY day after 
school- This will keep you up to date on homework 
that needs to be completed and any important notes. 
3) Provide a quiet place to do work with a healthy 
snack- The snack helps keep them going and a 
quiet place allows your child to get right to work.   
4) Check backpacks and folders/binders- These 
are the places that lost notes, newsletters, and other 
important material get stuffed.  Paper clutter can 
also be very stressful.  The more often these are 
cleaned out, the less disorganized they feel. 
Enjoy the remainder of your summer and I can’t wait 
to see everyone at Open House! 
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5th grade – We welcome our 5th grade students to their first year of Spanish. Please encourage your 
child to tell you what they are learning. This is a great way for students to practice their Spanish!  
Students can expect to start learning Spanish greetings. There are different ways to great people at 
different times of the day with various individuals, including the difference between speaking to adults 
and children in Spanish. They will continue to learn new vocabulary while practicing their speaking and 
pronunciation.  

6th grade – Students will begin by reviewing topics they learned last year such as greetings, 

introducing themselves to others, including telling their phone number and where they are from. They 

will continue to learn new vocabulary while practicing their speaking and pronunciation. 

7th grade – Students will learn how to form complete sentences in Spanish using “The Magic Circle”. 

Students will be learning new vocabulary while practicing reading, writing, listening, and speaking 

skills.  

8th grade – Students will review “The Magic Circle.”  They will learn new Personal Identification 

vocabulary while practicing reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  

Spanish 1 -Students will continue to improve their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. This 

year they will continue to add vocabulary topics while practicing conjugating verbs. 

Spanish 2 –Students will review Stem-Changing Verbs while learning new school vocabulary.  They 

will continue to improve their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  

Spanish 3 –Students will be reviewing the Preterite and the Imperfect as they continue to add new 

vocabulary. They will be practicing their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  

Spanish 4 – This year students will review the Preterite and the Imperfect, Commands, Future, 

Conditional while introducing the Subjunctive as we continue to add additional vocabulary. They will be 

practicing and continuing to improve their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. 

Spanish Club 
Spanish club will meet on September 26th at 2:35 in Mrs. Berie’s room.  We will elect 2016-2017 
Officers. Mark your calendars and we hope to see you there!  Please encourage your child to 
participate. Everyone in grades 6-12 is welcome to join at any time throughout the year. Some of our 
usual activities include: making dead bread for El Día de los Muertos, Fiestas, Caroling in Spanish, 
Cinco de Mayo celebration and National Foreign Language Week.  Members and officers will be 
deciding what activities we do this year. 
 
SADD- Students Against Destructive Decisions and Sources of Strength United 

SADD and Sources of Strength will meet on September 19th at 2:35 in Mrs. Berie’s room.  We are 
excited to offer this student activity group. All SADD meetings and SADD activities are open to all 
students, grades 6-12, at any time throughout the year.  We encourage students to attend SADD 
meetings to help plan student activities. Our group focuses on promoting decisions that help support 
student academic, social and emotional growth. Officers and members will plan monthly activities. 
 

News from the  

Spanish Department 

Señora Matukas y Señora Berie  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=hispanic+celebrations&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=556&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=UcgEOrCea2uPBM:&imgrefurl=http://www.usd507.org/vnews/display.v/ART/452bb0a277d8d&docid=adZctPrbQ5KNKM&imgurl=http://www.usd507.org/pages/uploaded_images/hispanicheritage_banner.jpg&w=250&h=228&ei=giGHT67GK-fo0QHA59nOBw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=127&vpy=2&dur=1156&hovh=182&hovw=200&tx=99&ty=64&sig=117782163161936404964&page=4&tbnh=156&tbnw=171&start=44&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:44,i:197
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            Mrs. Gillett 
                 Science 7  

Check out my web page before class starts to get a feel how this class is run and how this Mrs. 

Gillett lady does things!  PS: I’m incredibly awesome! At least that’s what my mom says and I 

choose to believe her!! 

Welcome to Science 7!  I’m looking forward to starting a new and exciting school year.  

Here is a Life Science joke:  How does a cell communicate?  A cell phone!   HAHAHAHAHA! Good 

one, huh?  

Please have the following supplies ready for the first day. 

 3 ring binder to keep all Science 7 materials in (can share with another subject(s), just have a 

section for science 7). 

 Expandable folder (file folder) 

 Pens and pencils (extras will stay in your expandable folder, so you will always have one  if you 

forgot a writing utensil) 

 100 index cards 

 Spiral notebook  

If you haven’t signed up for parent portal, please call the guidance office to do so.  It is a very valuable 

tool. I also will be contacting parents through email, so please have an email address available on 

school tools or send me a message at bgillett@sacketspatriots.org with your name, your child’s name 

and grade/class. See you soon! 

CHEMISTRY  

Welcome to chemistry!  I’m looking forward to starting a new and exciting school year. Please have the 

following supplies ready for the first day.  

A chemistry poem: Little Wilma was a chemist. A chemist she is no more. For what she thought was 

H2O was H2SO4. Eek! Poor Wilma.  Read your bottle label carefully, Wilma! I guess that advice was a 

little too late. RIP Wilma.  

 Spiral notebook  

 3 ring binder to keep all chemistry materials in (can share with another subject(s), just have a 

section for Chemistry). 

 Scientific calculator 

 Folder  

 Review book money- estimated $12 

If you haven’t signed up for parent portal, please call the guidance office to do it.  It is a very valuable 

tool. I also will be contacting parents through email, so please have an email address available on 

school tools or send me a message at bgillett@sacketspatriots.org with your name, your child’s name 

and grade/class. See you soon!  

mailto:bgillett@sacketspatriots.org
mailto:bgillett@sacketspatriots.org
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Exploring Physical Science  

Welcome to ExPS: General Chemistry Edition!  I’m looking forward to starting a new and exciting 

school year.  

A chemistry poem: Little Wilma was a chemist. A chemist she is no more. For what she thought was 

H2O was H2SO4. Eek! Poor Wilma.  Read your bottle label carefully, Wilma! I guess that advice was a 

little too late. RIP Wilma.  

Please have the following supplies ready for the first day. 

 Spiral notebook  

 3 ring binder to keep all ExPS materials in (can share with another subject(s), just have a 

section for ExPS). 

  Folder  

If you haven’t signed up for parent portal, please call the guidance office to do it.  It is a very valuable 

tool. I also will be contacting parents through email, so please have an email address available on 

school tools or send me a message at bgillett@sacketspatriots.org with your name, your child’s name 

and grade/class. See you soon! 

 

Color Guard  

Welcome to Colorguard!  I’m looking forward to starting a new and exciting school year.  

Here is a Colorguard joke:  One time I couldn’t remember how to catch a baton (flag or rifle), and then it 

hit me! HAHAHAHAHA! Good one, huh? 

New students must be sure to be thinking about what instrument you would like to become proficient in: 

baton, rifle, or flag. 

If you haven’t signed up for parent portal, please call the guidance office to do it.  It is a very valuable 

tool. I also will be contacting parents through email, so please have an email address available on 

school tools or send me a message at bgillett@sacketspatriots.org with your name, your child’s name 

and grade/class. See you soon! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bgillett@sacketspatriots.org
mailto:bgillett@sacketspatriots.org


SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

SCHOOL NURSE’S CORNER 

Welcome Back Sackets Harbor Patriots 

 

Back to School Check List 

*Please remember Physical Exams and Dental Certificates are required for all new students and 

grades K, 2, 4, 7 and 10th. Athletes are required to have yearly physicals. 

*Immunizations are required to be up to date for school entrance. A copy of the immunization record 

must be provided to the Health Office. New immunization requirements for school entry 2016-2017 can 

be found on the school web page. 

*Vision and Hearing Screenings will be performed within 6 months of admission to school for grades:  
K, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 10th. 
 
*If your child has a health condition or needs special care during the school day such as medication, 

treatments, or monitoring, please inform the Health Office. Individual health care plans help keep your 

child safe and healthy. 

*Allergy and Asthma season is predicted to hit HARD this year. Monitor all symptoms closely and follow 

your health care provider’s advice. Medical care plans, rescue inhalers and Epi pens are a necessity! 

They can save a life! 

*Health Forms are available on the school’s web page. 

*PLEASE have a current and working phone number in the school office in the event your child needs 

your attention. 

*PLEASE keep all sick children home from school especially if they are exhibiting respiratory, stomach 

symptoms or fever. Students must be fever free for 24 hours before returning to school. 

 

10 Steps to Your Healthiest School Year Ever! 

1. Start off strong with a healthy breakfast. A good breakfast provides energy and will help keep you alert 
and attentive in class. Highly sugared foods leave you feeling tired soon after eating. Remember: Your 
school performance is directly related to what you eat! 

2. Drink plenty of water. Water is the best fluid to stay hydrated without the added sugar found in some 
juice and soft drinks. Also, remember to drink the recommended amount of reduced-fat milk or milk 
alternative. Water and milk are served at school for breakfast and lunch every day. 

3. Don’t forget to wash your hands often. Keep hands away from your face, mouth and nose where germs 
can enter your body. 

4. Boost your immune system. Get plenty of sleep, talk to your doctor about taking a multiple vitamin and 
eat colorful fruits and veggies every day. Think variety and rainbow colors! 

5. Eat a nutritious and yummy lunch. Choose foods from all the food groups. Different food groups supply 
our bodies with energy to think, move and grow. Make healthy choices from the daily menus or pack a 
healthy lunch from home. 
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6. Cut back on sugar and salty snacks. Limit sodas, sport drinks, candy, chips and ice cream. They add on 
extra calories, can harm your teeth and leave you feeling tired and weak. 

7. Enhance your brain performance. Exercise, play memory games, do crossword puzzles and eat brain 
foods like berries, cold water fish and nuts. Just say “NO” to fast food and enjoy a home cooked meal 
together at least 4 nights a week. 

8. Get at least 30 min of exercise every day – at recess or at home. Go for a daily walk with a friend, a 
parent or your pet. Exercise helps our bodies to be strong, flexible and resilient. 

9. Do your homework every day after school. It’s so important to be prepared! 
10. Turn off the TV, video games, Facebook and any social media at least one hour prior to bedtime. Take 

time to relax, take a bath or shower, brush your teeth and pack up for the morning.       

 

                          Let’s Fight the Flu Together! 

 

 

 

Your decision to get the flu shot or not goes well beyond you. It also affects the many lives you touch… 

         Influenza is a contagious disease of the respiratory tract (nose, throat and lungs) that can lead to serious 

complications, including pneumonia and the worsening of other chronic health conditions. Flu symptoms may 

include fever, headache, extreme fatigue, dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose and muscle aches. The 

best way to protect your family from new influenza strains is to get vaccinated each year. 

The top 5 most virus- contaminated areas in the home are: 

1. Telephones. Have you cleaned your cell phone lately? 
2. Appliances such as the refrigerator and microwave. 
3. Faucets. 
4. Light switches and door handles. 
5. TV remotes. 

 

Follow good health guidelines: eat right, exercise and get plenty of rest to help boost your immunity to fight the 

effects of colds and flu. Wash hands frequently, do the elbow cough and disinfect hot spots at school, work and 

home. Treat the symptoms if you must, but avoid giving aspirin to children because it may cause a rare but 

serious illness called Reyes Syndrome. 

 

Let’s all have a healthy school year! For any questions, please call the Health Office at 646-3419. 

 

Jennifer Johannessen RN, BSN 
School Nurse  
Sackets Harbor Central School 
 
 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8plZiK1VViQA6FCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYmJ1NDJkBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMwZmY4ZTJhMDU5ZGU1NmJhMzg2N2YwZGMyNGVmY2NhNARncG9zAzM1BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dflu%26fr%3Dyfp-t-252%26fr2%3Dpiv-web%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D35&w=1081&h=1115&imgurl=3.bp.blogspot.com/-K99PNeKbwvo/USWNOGmZlQI/AAAAAAAAQs8/7mDfFk5f6do/s1600/FightTheFlu.png&rurl=http://comedyplus.blogspot.com/2013/02/how-to-avoid-flu.html&size=63.7KB&name=How+to+Avoid+the+<b>Flu</b>&p=flu&oid=0ff8e2a059de56ba3867f0dc24efcca4&fr2=piv-web&fr=yfp-t-252&tt=How+to+Avoid+the+<b>Flu</b>&b=0&ni=21&no=35&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11s20ldn6&sigb=12ugftae7&sigi=12oerrqpl&sigt=10rm1tddm&sign=10rm1tddm&.crumb=TKroyN78Ors&fr=yfp-t-252&fr2=piv-web
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News from the School Counseling Office and  
College & Career Center  

 
6th Grade Parent/Student Night 
On Wednesday, August 24th, we will be holding a sixth grade Parent/Student Orientation at 5:30 p.m. in the 
MPR.  The purpose of this meeting will be to: 

 Welcome students and parents to the sixth grade 
 Provide an overview of the essential elements of our middle school model 
 Address commonly asked questions pertinent to 6th grade 
 Hand out and review student schedules 
 Provide an opportunity for the incoming sixth graders and parents to ask questions 
 Purchase locks ($5.00)  
 Provide time for students to set up their lockers 

 

Seniors and their Parents 
During the months of September and October, Mr. Tastor will be meeting with every senior and his or 
her parent(s) to discuss future plans and in many cases the college application process.  He will be 
calling families to make appointments.  Families may also schedule an appointment by calling Mr. 
Tastor at 646-3329.   
 

Upcoming SAT and ACT Test Dates 
SAT: 
October 1st (Registration deadline: September 1st) 
November 5th (Registration deadline: October 7th) 
December 3rd (Registration deadline: November 3rd) 
 
Students can register for the SAT online at sat.org/register 
 
ACT: 
September 10th (Registration deadline: August 5th) 
October 22nd (Registration deadline: September 16th) 
December 10th (Registration deadline: November 4th)   
  
Students can register for the ACT online at http://www.actstudent.org 
 
Incoming Seniors and their parents should know that most four year colleges require either the SAT or 
the ACT for admission purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.actstudent.org/
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Higher Education Day at JCC 
On Monday, October 3rd, Jefferson Community College and the Jefferson-Lewis Association for 

Counseling & Development will be sponsoring Higher Education Day in the JCC gymnasium from 10:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 5 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  There will be close to 100 colleges, universities, and 

other organizations that promote opportunities after high school at the event. Sackets Harbor Central 

School will most likely be bussing our Juniors and Seniors to the day portion of the college fair.   

A list of college fair participants will be posted to the School Counseling portion of our school website in 
early September.  For more information regarding this event, please contact the Higher Education 
Chairperson, Mr. Ryan Tastor at 646-3329. 

 
 

School-To-Work 
Seniors will be doing their school-to-work internships on October 5th and 6th.   These two day 
internships give our seniors a great taste of what the real world is like!  The School Counseling office will 
be assisting students with finding appropriate placements.   In the past, students have interned in career 
fields, such as law, engineering, education, and healthcare.  If you have any questions regarding this 
program, do not hesitate to give Mr. Tastor a call at 646-3329. 

 
 
PSAT/NMSQT 
Juniors will have the opportunity to take the PSAT/NMSQT on the morning of Wednesday, October 19th.  
The PSAT/NMSQT measures the evidence-based reading and writing and mathematics skills students 
need to succeed in college and beyond.  It helps students improve their skills, enter scholarship 
competitions, practice for the SAT, plan for college and careers, and receive information from colleges.  
Mr. Tastor will provide students with more information about this testing opportunity once the school 
year gets underway.   
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                        PTO News 

 

On behalf of the PTO we would like to welcome you to the 2016-2017 

school year!  We have a lot planned for the upcoming year and look 

forward to seeing you.  The PTO meets once a month at school, we 

welcome you to join us (childcare is provided).  We are always looking for 

volunteers if you are unable to attend meetings and would still like to help 

please contact us at docjock9@yahoo.com or 778-9437.   

September 1 – Save Around Coupon Book fundraiser begins 

October 5 – SMILE! School Picture Day  

October 12-15 – Book Fair  

October 12 – Special Friend Breakfast K-1 

October 13 – Special Friend Breakfast 2-3 

October 14 – Special Friend Breakfast 4-5 

Craft Fair – date to be determined 

November 9 – Picture Retake 

November 20 – Lifetouch Family Portraits 

December 4 – Breakfast with Santa 

January 13 – Movie Night 

February 10 – Spell-A-Thon 

March 8-11 – Book Fair 

March 10 – Dance- Spring Fling 

April 3-13 – USBORNE greeting card fundraiser 

May 17-20 – BOGO Book Fair 

Information will be sent home prior to each event. 

Dates are subject to change.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:docjock9@yahoo.com
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How to help the PTO raise funds for our school: 

Box Tops – collect them from specially marked products – we even have 

contests throughout the year where your child’s class may win a special 

treat.  We raised $ 1194.05 last year with Box Tops – 10 cents really 

adds up!!  There is a collection box for these at school and also at 

Watertown Savings Bank. 

Labels For Education – also on specially marked products – we earn products/supplies for the 

classrooms.  Please keep the entire UPC symbol, without it we cannot redeem for points. 

Tyson Project A+ Labels – these are worth 24 cents each for our school 

Ink/laser cartridges – there is a collection box inside the main entrance at school for your used 

cartridges 

Fruit pouches – any of the fruit pouches (i.e. GOGO Squeeze, DelMonte, etc.), there is a collection bin 

in the cafeteria    

Recycling – writing utensils and empty tape dispensers can be recycled for $ for the PTO, collection 

boxes are at school and Watertown Savings Bank 

Price Chopper Tools for Schools Program – register your Price Chopper card to support Sackets 

Harbor School 

Hannaford’s Helps Schools Program – the PTO also receives funds when you shop at Hannaford 

Tops in Education – the PTO receives a percentage of your purchase, don’t forget to register your 

card 

Amazon Smile – choose SHCS PTO as your charity and we receive a percentage of your purchase  

Shoparoo – is an app on the Smartphone that only requires you to snap a picture of your receipt after 

shopping  

The PTO is a 509 (a) (2) charitable organization, all monetary donations are tax exempt! 

2016-2017 Officers  

President – Brenda Jock Derouin 646-7074/778-9437 

Vice President – Leslie Gayne lgayne@sacketspatriots.org 

Treasurer – Darcie Ward 646-2894 

Secretary – Kathleen McKeever 783-1944 

Corresponding Secretary – Amanda Geneski (931) 302-4284 

 

   

 

 
 



SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Sackets Harbor Central School District 

ANNUAL NOTICE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS REGARDING ACCESS TO STUDENT 

RECORDS 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. §1232g; 34 CFR §99.10 et seq.) affords 

parents/guardians and students who are 18 years of age or older (“eligible students”) certain rights with 

respect to the student’s education records.  These rights are: 

1.  The opportunity to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of the day the 

District receives a request for access.  Parents or eligible students should submit to the District 

Office a written request that identifies the records they wish to inspect.  The Superintendent will 

notify the parent/guardian or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be 

inspected. 

 

2.  The right to request the amendment of any part of the student’s education records that the 

parent/guardian or eligible student believes is inaccurate, misleading or a violation of the privacy 

rights of the student.  Parents/guardians or eligible students may ask the District to amend a record 

that they believe is inaccurate, or misleading or in violation of the privacy rights of the student by 

writing the Superintendent, clearly identifying the part of the record they want changed, and 

specifying why it is inaccurate, misleading or violates the student’s privacy rights.  If the District 

decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent/guardian or eligible student, the District 

will notify the parent/guardian or eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a 

hearing regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information regarding the hearing 

procedures will be provided to the parent/guardian or eligible student when notified of the right to a 

hearing. 

 

3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s 

education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.  One 

exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to those school officials who have 

legitimate educational interest with regard to the education records. 

 

We consider the following persons to be school officials: a person employed by the District as an 

administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff and 

law enforcement unit personnel); person serving on the School Board of Education; a volunteer, 

contractor, or consultant, who, while not employed by the school, performs an institutional service or 

function for which the school District would otherwise use its own employees and who is under the 

direct control of the school with respect to the use and maintenance of personally identifiable 

information from education records (such as attorneys, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or 

employees of the Jefferson-Lewis BOCES and Mohawk Regional Information Center providing 

educational services to students or provide technology support or other shared services to the 

District; or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance 

committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.  This list is not 

inclusive. 

 

A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education 

record if he/she is (a) performing a task that is specified in his or her position description or by a 

contract agreement; (b) performing a task related to a student’s education; (c) performing a task  
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related to the discipline order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility, including, but not limited 

to, if he or she is a student; 9d0 providing a service or benefit relating to the student or student’s 

family, such as health care, counseling, job placement, or financial aid; 9e) maintaining the safety 

and security of the school campus. 

 

Upon request, the District discloses education records without consent to officials of another school, 

school district, or BOCES in which a student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled, when 

the other school requests the information to facilitate the enrollment or transfer. 

 

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the 

District to comply with the requirements of FERPA.  The office that administers FERPA is: 

 

Family Policy Compliance Office 

U.S. Department of Education 

600 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 20202-4605 

 

NOTIFICATION OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION DESIGNATIONS 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. §1232g; 34 CFR §99.10 et seq.), 
requires that the District, with certain exceptions, obtain your written consent prior to the disclosure of 
personally identifiable information from your child’s education records.  However, the District may disclose 
appropriately designated “directory information” without written consent, unless you have advised the District 
to the contrary in accordance with District procedures.  The primary purpose of directory information is to 
allow the District to include this type of information from your child’s education records in certain school 
publications.  Examples include: 

 A playbill, showing your student’s role in a drama production; 

 The annual yearbook; 

 Honor roll or other recognition lists; 

 Graduation programs; and 

 Sports activity sheets, such as for basketball, showing weight and height of team members. 
 

In addition to the rights outlined above, FERPA also gives the School District the option of 

designating certain categories of student information as “Directory Information.”  Directory 

Information includes a student’s name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, major 

course of study, participation in school activities or sports, weight and height if a member if an 

athletic team, dates of attendance, degrees and awards received, most recent school attended, 

class schedule, photographs, e-mail address, and class roster, student ID number, user ID , r other 

unique personal identifier used to communicate in electronic systems that cannot be used to access 

education records without a PIN password, etc. (A student’s SSN, in whole or in part, cannot be 

used for this purpose). 

 

You may object to the release of any or all of the “Directory Information”.  However, you must do so 

in writing within 10 business days of receiving this notice.  If we do not receive a written objection, 

we will be authorized to release this information without your consent.   
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Pay for Student Meals Online! 
 

August 2015 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Sackets Harbor Central School is excited to offer MySchoolBucks®! This online payment 

service provides a quick and easy way to add money to your student’s meal account using a 

credit/debit card or electronic check. 

You can also view recent purchases, check balances, and set-up low balance alerts for FREE!  

MySchoolBucks provides: 

 Convenience - Available 24/7 on the web or with the Mobile App for your iPhone, 

Android or Windows phone! 

 Efficiency - Make payments for all of your students.  Eliminate the need for your 

students to take money to school. 

 Control - Set low balance alerts, view account activity, recurring/automatic payments & 

more! 

 Flexibility - Make payments using credit/debit cards and electronic checks. 

 Security – MySchoolBucks adheres to the highest security standards, including PCI 

and CISP. 

Enrollment is easy! 

1. Go to www.MySchoolBucks.com and register for a free account. 

2. You will receive a confirmation email with a link to activate your account. 

3. Add your students using their school name and student ID. 

4. Make a payment to your students’ accounts with your credit/debit card or electronic 
check. 
There will be a $1.95 program fee per transaction.  You will have the opportunity to 
review any fees and cancel if you choose, before you are charged.   

 
If you have any questions, contact MySchoolBucks directly: 

 parentsupport@myschoolbucks.com  

 1-855-832-5226 

 Visit myschoolbucks.com and click on Help/FAQ’s 

Thank you, 

Todd Marshall 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
mailto:parentsupport@myschoolbucks.com
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2016-2017 SCHOOL LUNCH INFORMATION  

Your child may be eligible for free meals or meals at reduced price 

(.25 cents for breakfast and .25 cents for lunch).  Children who participate in 

this program are treated no differently from all other children.  If you think 

your child might be eligible, please complete the enclosed application and 

return it to the Main Office OR submit a Direct Certification letter from the 

Department of Social Services.  All information submitted for application is 

entirely confidential. 

 

We know that children learn better when they have healthy, nutritious meals either at home or at 

school.  If you have questions about breakfast or lunch or qualifying for free or reduced prices, 

please do not hesitate to call 646-1029. 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PRICES FOR 2016-2017 

 

Regular Lunch for Grades K-6     $2.50 
  
Regular Lunch for Grades 7-12     $2.50 
 
Adult Lunches       $4.00 
 
K-12 Breakfast       $1.25 
 
Reduced Breakfast & Lunch Price for 
Grades K-12 (with approved application on file)          .25 
 
Snacks                 .60 
 
Ice Cream                                .75 
 
Milk                       .50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
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Letter to Parents for School Meal Programs 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

Children need healthy meals to learn. Sackets Harbor Central School offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs $1.25; 

lunch costs $2.50. Your children may qualify for free meals or for reduced price meals. Reduced price is $0.25 for breakfast and $0.25 

for lunch. 

1. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD?  No. Complete the application to apply for free or 
reduced price meals. Use one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for all students in your household. We 
cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed 
application to: Sheryl Crandall, Sackets Harbor Central School, P.O. Box 290, Sackets Harbor, NY 13685.  Phone number 
(315) 646-1029. 

2. WHO CAN GET FREE MEALS? All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, the Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations or TANF, can get free meals regardless of your income. Also, your children can get free meals if 
your household’s gross income is within the free limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. 

3. CAN FOSTER CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS?  Yes, foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care 
agency or court, are eligible for free meals.  Any foster child in the household is eligible for free meals regardless of income. 

4. CAN HOMELESS, RUNAWAY, AND MIGRANT CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, children who meet the definition 
of homeless, runaway, or migrant qualify for free meals.  If you haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call 
or e-mail Jennifer Gaffney, Principal, (315) 646-1029 or jgaffney@sacketspatriots.org to see if they qualify. 

5. WHO CAN GET REDUCED PRICE MEALS?  Your children can get low cost meals if your household income is within the 
reduced price limits on the Federal Eligibility Income Chart, shown on this application. 

6. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE 
APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS?  Please read the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions.  Call the school at 
(315) 646-1029 if you have questions. 

7. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR.  DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE?  Yes.  Your 
child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first 30 operating days of this school year.  You must send in a 
new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year. 

8. I GET WIC.  CAN MY CHILD(REN) GET FREE MEALS?  Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free 
or reduced price meals.  Please fill out a FREE/REDUCED PRICE MEAL application. 

9. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes and we may also ask you to send written proof. 
10. IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year.  For example, 

children with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced price meals if the 
household income drops below the income limit. 

11. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school 
officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to:  Jennifer Gaffney, Principal, Sackets Harbor Central 
School, P.O. Box 290 Sackets Harbor, NY 13685, (315) 646-1029. 

12. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to 
be U.S. citizens to qualify for free or reduced price meals. 

13. WHO SHOULD I INCLUDE AS MEMBERS OF MY HOUSEHOLD? You must include all people living in your household, 
related or not (such as grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who share income and expenses. You must include yourself 
and all children living with you.  If you live with other people who are economically independent (for example, people who you 
do not support, who do not share income with you or your children, and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not 
include them. 

14. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you 
normally make $1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made 
$1000 per month.  If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes.  If you 
have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income. 

15. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE INCLUDE OUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE AS INCOME? If you get an off-base 
housing allowance, it must be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization 
Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as income. 

16. MY SPOUSE IS DEPLOYED TO A COMBAT ZONE.  IS HER COMBAT PAY COUNTED AS INCOME? No, if the combat 
pay is received in addition to her basic pay because of her deployment and it wasn’t received before she was deployed, 
combat pay is not counted as income.  Contact your school for more information. 

17. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to 
apply for SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office or call 1-800-342-3009. 
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 2016-2017 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK 

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART 

 

Total 

Family Size 
Annual Monthly Twice per Month Every Two Weeks Weekly 

1 $ 21,978 $ 1,832 $ 916 $ 846 $ 423 

2 $ 29,637 $ 2,470 $ 1,235 $ 1,140 $ 570 

3 $ 37,296 $ 3,108 $ 1,554 $ 1,435 $ 718 

4 $ 44,955 $ 3,747 $ 1,874 $ 1,730 $ 865 

5 $ 52,614 $ 4,385 $ 2,193 $ 2,024 $ 1,012 

6 $ 60,273 $ 5,023 $ 2,512 $ 2,319 $ 1,160 

7 $ 67,951 $ 5,663 $ 2,832 $ 2,614 $ 1,307 

8 $ 75,647 $ 6,304 $ 3,152 $ 2,910 $ 1,455 

*Each Add’l person  add $ 7,696 $ 642 $ 321 $ 296 $ 148 
 

How to Apply:  To get free or reduced price meals for your children you may submit an Eligibility Letter for Free Meals received from the NYS Education Department, OR 

carefully complete one application for your household and return it to the designated office.  If you now receive SNAP, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) for any 

children, or participate in the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the application must include the children's names, the household SNAP, TANF or 

FDPIR case number and the signature of an adult household member.  All children should be listed on the same application.  If you do not list a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case 

number for all the children for whom you are applying, the application must include the names of everyone in the household, the amount of income each household member, 

and how often it is received and where it comes from.  It must include the signature of an adult household member and the last four digits of that adult's social security number, 

or check the box if the adult does not have a social security number.  An application that is not complete cannot be approved. Contact your local Department of Social Services 

for your SNAP or TANF case number or complete the income portion of the application. 

Reporting Changes:  The benefits that you are approved for at the time of application are effective for the entire school year. You no longer need to report changes for an 

increase in income or decrease in household size, or if you no longer receive SNAP. 

Income Exclusions: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs incurred for such 

care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be considered as income for this program. 

Nondiscrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly. 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 

institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation 

for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.   

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 

contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in 

the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  

 (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  
 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  
  
(2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or   
(3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
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Meal Service to Children With Disabilities:  Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve meals at no extra charge to children 

with a disability which may restrict their diet.  A student with a disability is defined in 7CFR Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has 

a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities.  Major life activities are defined to include functions 

such as caring for one’s self, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working. You must 

request the special meals from the school and provide the school with medical certification from a medical doctor.  If you believe your child 

needs substitutions because of a disability, please get in touch with us for further information, as there is specific information that the medical 

certification must contain. 

 

Confidentiality: The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the release of students names and eligibility status, without 

parent/guardian consent, to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of federal education programs such as Title I 

and the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), which are United States Department of Education programs used to 

determine areas such as the allocation of funds to schools, to evaluate socioeconomic status of  the school's attendance area, and to assess 

educational progress.  Information may also be released to State health or State education programs administered by the State agency or 

local education agency, provided the State or local education agency administers the program, and federal State or local nutrition programs 

similar to the National School Lunch Program.  Additionally, all information contained in the free and reduced price application may be 

released to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of programs authorized under the National School Lunch Act 

(NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the Special Milk Program, the 

Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer Food Service Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women Infants 

and Children (WIC);  the Comptroller  General of the United States for audit purposes, and federal, State or local law enforcement officials 

investigating alleged violation of the programs under the NSLA or CNA. 

 

Reapplication:  You may apply for benefits any time during the school year.  Also, if you are not eligible now, but during the school year 

become unemployed, have a decrease in household income, or an increase in family size you may request and complete an application at 

that time. 

 

The disclosure of eligibility information not specifically authorized by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/guardian.  

We will let you know when your application is approved or denied. 

 

 

            Sincerely,  

 

         Jennifer Gaffney, Principal 
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2016-2017 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals/Milk 

To apply for free and reduced price meals for your children, read the instructions on the back, complete only one form for your household, 

sign your name and return it to Sheryl Crandall, Sackets Harbor Central School.  Call (315) 646-1029, if you need help.  Additional names may 

be listed on a separate paper. 

1. List all children in your household who attend school:  

Student Name School Grade/Teacher Foster  Child  

 

Homeless Migrant, Runaway 

     

     

     

     

     

     

2.  SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Benefits: 

If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR benefits, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 4, and sign the 

application. 

Name:______________________________________   CASE #__________________________________ 

 

3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered ‘yes’ to step 2) 

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income). 
List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself) even if they do not receive income.  For each Household Member listed, if 
they do receive income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only.  If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’.  If 
you enter ‘0’ or leave any fields blank, you are certifying (promising) that there is no income to report. 

 

Name of household 

member 

Earnings from work 

before deductions 

Amount / How Often  

Child Support, Alimony 

 

Amount / How Often 

Pensions, Retirement 

Payments 

Amount / How Often 

Other Income, Social Security  

Amount / How Often  

No 

Income 

  $ ______  / _____ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _______  / ________  

 $ _____  / ______ $ ______ / _____ $ _____  / ______ $ ______  / ________  

 $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ ______  / ________  

 $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ ______  / ________  

 $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ ______  / ________  

 $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ ________  / ______  

 $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ ______  / ________  

 $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ ______  / ________  

 $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ _____  / ______ $ ______  / ________  

Total Household Members (Children and Adults)         

                                 Last Four Digits of Social Security Number:  XXX-XX- __   __   __  __   

 

4.   Signature:  An adult household member must sign this application and provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#), or mark 

the “I do not have a SS# box” before it can be approved.  

 I certify (promise) that all of the information on this application is true and that all income is reported.  I understand that the information is being given 

so the school will get federal funds; the school officials may verify the information and if I purposely give false information, I may be prosecuted under 

applicable State and federal laws, and my children may lose meal benefits. 

 Signature:__________________________________________________  Date: ___________________   
 Email Address: ______________________________________________  
Home Phone: _________________ Work Phone:_____________________ Home Address:____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE – FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY 

Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on application) 
Weekly X 52; Every Two Weeks (bi-weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly X 12 

          SNAP/TANF/Foster 

 Income Household:  Total Household Income/How Often:  _________________/________________      Household Size: _________________ 

 Free Meals                     Reduced Price Meals                   Denied/Paid               
Signature of Reviewing Official________________________________________________________ Date Notice Sent:________________ 

I do not 

have a 

SS#  



SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 

PART 1       ALL HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE STUDENT INFORMATION.  DO NOT FILL OUT MORE THAN ONE 

APPLICATION FOR YOUR HOUSEHOLD. 

(1) Print the names of the children, including foster children, for whom you are applying on one application.  
(2) List their grade and school. 
(3) Check the box to indicate a foster child living in your household, or if you believe any child meets the description for 

homeless,  migrant, runaway (a school staff will confirm this eligibility). 
 

PART 2        HOUSEHOLDS GETTING SNAPS, TANF OR FDPIR SHOULD COMPLETE PART 2 AND SIGN PART 4.  

(1) List a current SNAP, TANF or FDPIR (Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations) case number of anyone living in 
your household. 
The case number is provided on your benefit letter. 

(2) An adult household member must sign the application in PART 4.  SKIP PART 3.  Do not list names of household 
members or income if you list a SNAP case number, TANF or FDPIR number.  

 

PART 3   ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE THESE PARTS AND ALL OF PART 4. 

(1) Write the names of everyone in your household, whether or not they get income.  Include yourself, the children you are 
applying for, all other children, your spouse, grandparents, and other related and unrelated people in your household.  
Use another piece of paper if you need more space. 

(2) Write the amount of current income each household member receives, before taxes or anything else is taken out, and 
indicate where it came from, such as earnings, welfare, pensions and other income.  If the current income was more or 
less than usual, write that person’s usual income. Specify how often this income amount is received: weekly, every 
other week (bi-weekly), 2 x per month, monthly.  If no income, check the box. The value of any child care provided or 

arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs incurred for such care under 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant, TANF and At Risk Child Care Programs should not be considered as 

income for this program. 
(3) The application must include the last four digits only of the social security number of the adult who signs PART 4 if Part 3 

is completed.  If the adult does not have a social security number, check the box.  If you listed a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR 
number, a social security number is not needed. 

 

OTHER BENEFITS:  Your child may be eligible for benefits such as Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  In order to determine 

if your child is eligible, program officials need information from your free and reduced price meal application.  Your written consent is required before 

any information may be released.  Please refer to the attached parent Disclosure Letter and Consent Statement for information about other benefits. 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 

Privacy Act Statement: This explains how we will use the information you give us. 
The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not have to give the information, but if you do 
not, we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price meals.  You must include the last four digits of the social security number of the adult 
household member who signs the application.  The last four digits of the social security number are not required when you apply on behalf of a foster 
child or you list a SNAP, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
case number or other FDPIR identifier for your child or when you indicate that the adult household member signing the application does not have a 
social security number.  We will use your information to determine if your child is eligible for free or reduced price meals, and for administration and 
enforcement of the lunch and breakfast programs. We MAY share your eligibility information with education, health, and nutrition programs to help 
them evaluate, fund, or determine benefits for their programs, auditors for program reviews, and law enforcement officials to help them look into 
violations of program rules. 

DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINTS 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or 
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.   
 
 Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), 
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 
 
 To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested 
in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  
  

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

(2) fax: (202)690-7442; or 

       (3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov 

.This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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Welcome new and returning students, faculty and staff. As this HOT, dry summer comes to a close and the cool 

autumn air will be upon us as we begin another school year, there will be a few menu changes that I hope will 

tempt your taste buds. At the same time the foodservice department is continuing to serve menu items that you 

seem to appreciate and purchase. 

      

       Our online payment system; myschoolbucks.com will be live and available to use beginning August 30, 2016. 

At that time you will be able to make payments on your child's account(s). Please remember to have your child's 

birth date and identification number, which if your child is a returning student will be the same number as last 

year.  

 

     On Wednesday August 30, 2016  from 5:00 to 6:00 PM during Open House, a representative from the 

Cafeteria will be available should you wish to place money on students' accounts. 

 

Please remember to complete "Free/Reduced Applications by 3:00 PM on Friday September 30, 2016. Any 

applications that are not completed by that date and time, on Monday, October 3, 2016 your child will be charge 

the price of a full lunch, which this school year remains at the $2.50 price. In addition, if your child does have 

"Free/Reduced" lunch status please remember that if they bring a lunch and require milk, that they will be 

charged 50 cents each time. 

 

Do you like to cook? Do you like to compete? If you are in grades 6-8 or 9-12 come be part of  the winning team 

at the North Country Junior Iron Chef Competition March 11, 2017 in Potsdam, N.Y.  If interested keep looking 

for more information and further details. 

 

For more, new and updated information about what's happening in the Cafeteria, you can check out my 

webpage on the school's website www.sacketspatriots.org, under "Departments" look for "Food Services". 

 

Enjoy the rest of your Summer and I will see you Tuesday, September 6, 2016. 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

8/15 JV & Varsity Soccer begins  

8/16 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

8/23 Kindergarten Screening 1:00-6:00 PM 

8/24 6th Grade Parent/Student Orientation 5:30 PM 

8/31 Superintendent’s Day  

8/31 OPEN HOUSE 5:00 PM 

DATE EVENT TIME 

9/1 PTO Save Around Coupon Book Sale starts  

9/5 LABOR DAY  

9/6 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL – WELCOME BACK!  

9/6 FIRST DAY OF BOCES  

9/10 ACT Test   

9/20 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

9/24 Homecoming Dance  

9/30 Middle School Activity Night  

August 2016 Calendar 

 

September 2016 Calendar 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

10/1 SAT Test  

10/3 PARP begins  

10/5  Higher Education Day at JCC 
10:00-12:00  
5:00-7:00 PM 

10/5 & 10/6 School-To-Work  

10/5 PTO Fall Pictures  

10/5 Varsity Girls Senior Night 6:30 PM 

10/6 Progress Reports Distributed  

10/6 Varsity Boys Senior Night 6:30 PM 

10/7 SUPERINTENDENT’S DAY –NO SCHOOL  

10/10 COLUMBUS DAY – NO SCHOOL  

10/12-14 PTO Book Fair  

10/12 Grades K-1 PTO Special Friend Breakfast  

10/13 Grades 2-3 PTO Special Friend Breakfast  

10/14 Grades 4-5 PTO Special Friend Breakfast  

10/16  Sentinels Haunted Walk Rehearsal  

10/18 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

10/19 – 28 Sentinels Haunted Walk  

10/19 PSAT 8:00 AM 

10/22 ACT Test  

10/31 PARP ends  

October 2016 Calendar 

 


